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Educators launch reforms 


Lack of funding threatens to derail improvements 


by Ron L. Holland 


NEW JERSEY — While legisla- 
tors, education officials and the gov- 
ernor continue to wrangle over parti- 
san strategies to equalize educational 
opportunities before a court mandated 
December 31 deadline, local district 
Superintendents have mounted their 
own campaign to address the instruc- 
tional needs of more than 1.2 million 
of the state's public school students. 

Nearly all of the 594 districts have 
either implemented district specific 

or have ef- 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
PENALIZES OFFICIALS FOR 
RACIST INVOLVEMENTS 


WASHINGTON (AP)— The 
Treasury Department's action against 
federal employees attending “Good Ol’ 
Boy Roundups” in East Tennessee is 
weak and deserves attention from 
President Clinton, says one black 
leader. 

In a report issued last week, the 
department suspended five federal 
employees without pay for one to 30 
days and took milder action against 24 
others for attending camping parties on 
the Ocoee River where racist activity 
occurred. 

However, Dewey Roberts, president. 
of the Knoxville chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, told The Knoxville 
‘News-Sentinel he didn’t think the 
disciplinary action was strong enough 
and is turning to Clinton. 

“It is so important at this juncture 
that President Clinton take some 
stronger sort of measures to try to help 
diffuse some of the racial tension that is 
in phis country," Roberts said. “By 
‘Treasury and Justice having such weak 
actions or reactions certainly does not 
help the racial problems in this 
country.” 

Among the racist actions at one or 
more outings, probers found, was an 
entrance sign saying “Nigger Check- 
point,” sales of T-shirts with racist 
wording or images, skits with racist 
themes— such as pulling a black doll 
Out of a watermelon —and insulting 
remarks that were made to the few 
blacks who attended 

The department's action follows an 
earlier decision by the Department of 
Justice to suspend one FBI agent for 
five days without pay for attending one 
of the annual outings and making a 
comment to another agent that could be 
construed as racist. 

Ray Kelly, undersecretary of 
Treasury and a former New York City 
police commissioner, said the Treasury 
Department's discipline was “appropri- 
ate” considering no evidence was found 
that any federal employee was involved 
in racist conduct at the events. 


BENNETT SAYS 
MCA VIOLATES 
COMMITMENT ON 
GANGSTA RAP 


by Melissa B. Robinson 


WASHINGTON (AP)—William 
Bennett, an outspoken conservative 
voice on issues of morality, is accusing 
MCA Inc. of violating a commitment 
not to distribute profane or violent 
music, 

Bennett, who is a former education 
secretary, Sen. Joseph Lieberman, D- 
Conn., and C. DeLores Tucker of the 
National Political Congress of Black 
Women planned to outline their case 
against MCA Tuesday. 

When Interscope Records— the 
label behind some of music's most 
controversial rappers— moved to MCA 
in February, MCA officials said they 
"would not profit from or distribute 
music they found offensive," said 
Bennett's aide, Christian Pinkston. 

But so far, MCA has failed to live up 
to that commitment, according to 
Bennett, Lieberman and Tucker, who 
have teamed up before to criticize 
"gangsta" rap and other music contain- 
ing violent and sexually explicit lyrics 

MCA’s acquisition—a deal valued at 
$200 million—came after Time Warner 
Inc. dropped its Interscope stake in 
September 1995 in the midst of attacks 
over explicit lyrics. 


forts with their neighbors to improve 
the quality of education. 

Despite a consistent theme of lack 
in state funding for particular pro- 
grams, innovative partnerships have 
been formulated to provide addi- 
tional resources, and to implement 
tangible programs for improved per- 
formane 

Take for instance the district of 
Asbury Park. The city’s 3,200 stu- 
dents benefit from a reading program 
that notonly helps improve theirread- 
ing and writing skills, but their com- 
prehension skills as well. 

“We have implemented a holistic 


East Orange Superintendent Dr. Howard 


reading program called “Success for 
All’ which comes from Johns Hopkins 
University, in Baltimore,” said Assis- 


tant District Superintendent 
Robert Mann. 

“Basically thisis a holistic 
approach in which kids are 
taught to read and write 
throughstrategies that address 
all facades and learning mo- 
dalities.” 

Mann said the district has 
alsoimplemented the "Profes- 
sor B" and "World Lab Pro- 
gram" among others, that help 
students conceptualize math 
and address science and social 
studies issues. 

“More recently, Johns 
Hopkins University was visit- 
ing our district to evaluate or 
assess how we're implement- 
ing the program. And-while 
sitting in some of the classes, 
teachers were openly expr 
ing their desire to continue the 
program because they've ex- 
perienced progress from the 
students," Mann said. 

The Trenton Public 
School district has also intro- 
duced innovative programs to edu- 
cate more than 13,000 students from 
pre-kindergarten to adult education. 


Trenton Superintendent Dr. Venable 


According to District Superinten- 
dent Bernice Proctor Venable, there 
were only 17 full-day kindergarten 


classes in the 1990-91 school 
year. “As of last year, we 
had 64, 65 full-day kinder- 
garten classes.” The Tren- 
ton district also adopted the 
innovative California based 
‘Year-Round Education’ 
program, which was de- 
signed to lengthen the in- 
structional hours of the 
school day and year. 

“We take the leadership 
with (YRE) said Venable in 
a telephone interview. 
We're the only district in 
the state of New Jersey that 
has a bonafide program. I 
just met with the outside 
evaluators, and they're tell- 
ing me that it is a stellar 
program.” 

Of the 500 children that 
registered from the Kilmer 
and Mott Elementary 
schools, the YRE program, 
has marked improvements 
that were measured by stan- 
dardized testing. There is 
also increased staff and student atten- 
dance. 


See DILEMMA/ page 4 


School funding 
debate heats up 


by Myra A. Thomas 


Orange Superintendent Dr. Salley 


TRENTON—With a state Su- 
preme Court deadline of December 
31 looming over the New m kg. 
islature to adopt a pi fu 


children in the Abbott case, the 


iovernor's funding proposal, 
if passed, would be immedi- 
ately challenged in court. 

Jayne Rebovich, Deputy 
Press Secretary for Governor 
Whitman, said, “The Gover- 
nor believes that she has put 
together a plan that is consti- 
tutionally sound.” Rebovich 
noted that the Governor com- 
pletely disagreed with the con- 
tention that her funding pro- 
posal was antithetical to the 
Abbott ruling. 

Steve Block, alawyer with 
the Education Law Center and 
director of special projects, 
believes that the proposal does 
come in direct conflict with 
the heart of Abbott. “The fund- 
ing proposal institutionalizes 
inequality,” said Block. 

The Governor's core cur- 
riculum standards vary, de- 
pending on the grade level. 
However, students graduating the 
fourth grade must be able to demon- 
strate a proficiency in basic math- 


| ing plan, a heated debate is ns 


among the state's democratic and re- 
publican leaders, parents and educa- 
tors over Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman's proposed funding plan and 
corecurriculum standards. In the thirty 
"special needs districts" across the 
state, the ramifications on the various 
districts remains to be seen, and dif- 
fers depending on the particular inter- 
pretation of the Governor's proposal. 

At the heart of the debate is the 
definition of a “thorough and effi- 
cient education.” Under a 1990 state 
Supreme Court decision, Abbott v. 
Burke, the state was ordered to create 
parity in the education of a number of 
the state's poor districts—parity in 
spending with the area's more afflu- 
ent districts. 

A 1994 state Supreme Court de- 
cision forces i of 


ematical and concepts, 
minimal proficiency in a foreign lan- 
guage, and knowledge of major peri- 
ods in U.S. history — among other 
things. 

Graduates from eighth grade must 
be able to use computers to complete 
assignments, conduct science experi- 
ments, prepare oral and written pre- 
sentations, and other more critical 
types of thinking assignments. A 
graduating senior must develop an 
individual career plan, evaluate the 
influence of the U.S. Constitution, 
read and speak with fluency in a for- 
eign language, and demonstrate other 
more analytical types of work. 

Some urban educators have 
voiced the very obvious concern that 
successful implementation of the new 
more stringent core curriculum stan- 
dards would require an even more 


Abbott v. Burke by this year, and 
goes on to order a supplemental plan 
to address the special needs of disad- 
vantaged children in the thirty speci- 
fied urban districts across the 
state—from Newark, Trenton, Orange 
to Jersey City and more. 

And, with the New Jersey De- 
partment of Education recently issu- 
ing report cards on all the schools 
across the state, it is still very clear 
that the urban districts are under- 
forming on all levels— on SAT 
state standardized tests and the like. 

According to the Education Law 
Center, a non-profit legal center that 
represented Newark's urban school 


on the part of 
the state—more dollars to realign dis- 
tricts that are sometimes seeking just 
to bring kids up to the prior more 
minimum standards. 

Dr. Bernice Proctor Venable, su- 
perintendent of Trenton public 
schools, said, “Many of the urban 
districts may not be able to accom- 
plish these things. Many of the urban 
centers don’t have science laborato- 
ries to carry out what's going to have 
to be carried out in order to reach the 
new standards.” 

Venable cited three previous 
years of level funding from the state 


See FUNDING DEBATE/ page 10 


Sports Legends convene in Newark 


hered at the annual Newark YMWCA Sports Legend event ai 
kins; Jim Marshall and Carl Eller, M 


innesota Vikings; 


rom left, standing: Larry Brown, Washington 
im Washington, Atlanta Hawks; Harry Carson and Bob 


Amod Field, San Diego Chargers; 


John Gamble, Detroit Li 
esot: 


yweight 


ings; John Gi 
ity Chiefs (Hall of Fame): 


ns; Dick Jonckowski, sports announcer; Sandy Stephens, 

iam, New Orleans Saints. From left, seate 

; Verne Gagne, heavyweight wrestling 
|, Minnesota Vikings; Milton Harrison, president of Newark YMWCA; Carol Blazejowski, New Jersey 

s; Bill Grant, Mr. America/Mr. World; Chuck Foreman, Minnesota Vikings. 


lobby Reed, 
champion; 


See story on page 5 


Legislators defend affirmative action 


by Ron L. Holland 


TRENTON-—Members of the 
Assembly continue to denounce a pro- 
posed bill that would repeal the states 
Affirmative Action laws. Assembly- 
man Tom Smith (R-Monmouth) is 
Strongly against the measure and plans 
to fight any attempt to legislate the 
Proposal. 

“Throughout my legislative ca- 
Teer, I have always been a strong 
advocate for affirmative action initia- 
tives,” said Smith in a statement sent 
to City News. “This proposed mea- 
sure stands against everything I be- 
Ei p lwill continue to serve as a 

te for 


agencies, but private 


business from participat- 
ing in any Affirmative 
Action program." 

Gill, who came out 
strongly when the bill 
was proposed, said that 
all learning institutions 
funded by the state and 
non-profit organiza- 
tions would be greatly 
effected if the bill were 
to pass. 

“This is a battle for 
ideas, that is why they 
use the word quota in 
the bill knowing full 


by Bee to gather support to stop 
this legislation.” 

The proposal was first introduced 
fo the Assembly by Morris County 
Conservative Michael Carroll (R) and 
‘Kevin O'Toole. Carroll said the pro- 
Posal is modeled after the California 
Initiative “Proposition 209” which is 
currently facing a court challenge. 
The bill (A-5233) would in effect bar 
the state from awarding jobs or con- 
tracts based on “race, ethnicity, sex, 
‘color or national origin.” 

“I plan to fight this aggressively, 
Vigorously, and tirelessly,” said As- 
‘Semblywoman Nia Gill (D-Essex). 
“This would be devastating. The ini- 
tive would not only preclude state 


well New. doesn’t 
apply quotas...that is a 
buzz word to conjure up 
certain images and used 
to divide us. 

Assemblyman 
Smith, who serves as the Republican 
Majority Whip, said that his republi- 
can colleagues record is clear on their 
legislative efforts relating to affirma- 
tive action. Smith said that these laws 
were enacted to ensure minority busi- 
nesses remain competitive in the bid- 
ding for state contracts, as well as 
creating measures to revitalize cities 
such as the urban enterprise initia- 
tives. 

Governor Christine Whitman has 
made it clear that she would not sup- 


Assemblyman Tom Smith 


port any effort to repeal the states 
affirmative action laws. "Idon'tthink 
that bill would ever reach my desk... 
don’t think the bill will get through 
the assembly,” Whitman said at a re- 
cent Governor's Economic Confer- 
ence on Women. 

“Everyone knows where I stand 
onaffirmative action. I' vetaken some 
very strong steps through executive 
orders to expand the playing field. I 
don't look on affirmative action as 
quotas — it's opportunity and I'm 
committed to that." 
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THRU DECEMBER 27 
WOODBRIDGE—The Barron Arts Cen- 
ter will hostan exhibition entitled "Trains, 
Trolleys and Tracks," a display of model 
trains curated by Michael Gelensky. 
For more info call 98634-0413. 


THRU DECEMBER 15 
JERSEY CITY—Learn to make long 
lasting outdoor decorations and table 
centerpieces from fresh greens. Hudson 
County Community College from 1-4 
p.m. For class info call 201-714-2107. 


DECEMBER 15 
OXFORD— The New Jersey Division of 
Travel and Tourism welcomes all to a 
Christmas Past, at Shippen Manor, a 
Georgian manor house decorated with 
18th and 19th century holiday decora- 
tions. For more info call 1-800-JER- 

EY-7. 


DECEMBER 17 - 18 
EAST ORANGE-—'The Secrets of 
Home Buying," a free seminar hosted 
by the NAACP, E.O. Local Assistance 
Board and Midlantic PNC Bank. 6 p.m. 
at 7 Glenwood Ave., Seating is limited, 
call 201-266-1229. 


THRU DECEMBER 19 
Green Brook—The Greenbrook Manor 
Nursing and Center will 


Community Calendar 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
PATERSON—Women of Wisdom pre- 
sents the 2nd Annual Holiday Jam, 9 
p.m. until at the Masonic Temple Ball- 
room, 224 Broadway. Special gift for 
the first 25 people. For more info call 
201-345-1783. 


DECEMBER 21 
Neptune—The American Legion, Post 
266 will hold it's annual Christmas Party 
for children up to the age of 10. From 
2:00 to 5:00pm toy,s food, soda and 
candy will be given to each child. Santa 
will visit by fire truck and give toys. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
LINCROFT/NYC—The Monmouth 
County Park System has scheduled a 
trip to the Paramount Theater at Madi- 
son Square Garden in NYC, to see “A 
Christmas Carol.” Attendees will leave 
from Thompson Park, Newman Springs 
Road, at 9 am and return around 4:30 
pm. Pre-registration is required. For 
more info call 908-842-4000. 


THROUGH DECEMBER 23 
JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will offer "Using the Internet in 
Education." Formore info call 201-200- 


DECEMBER 23-24 


sponsor a gift-giving program. The pub- 
lic can drop off a gift for an elderly 
resident or purchase a special gift for 
under $10 and give to a select resident. 
For more info. call (908)968-5500 


DECEMBER 19 
Neptune—The American Legion, post 
No. 266 will have it's annual Christmas 
Party at 9:00pm until, For members 
only. 


DECEMBER 19-22 

JERSEY CITY— The New Jersey Divi- 
sion of Travel and Tourism announces 
that the CASE Museum will host their 
annual Chanukah and Christmas Craft 
Fair. Also, works of artists from the 
Soviet Union will be featured. For more 
info call 1-800-JERSEY-7. 


NEWARK—K day Expo at 
the Newark Symphony Hall Terrace Ball 
Room. For Tickets and vending space 
call 908-755-0625 or 201-624-2105. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK—Covenant 


Prince Wooten 
honored by GSABJ 


Holiday safety 
brochures 
available 


IRVINGTON—Holiday safety 


y 
meals for the homeless at Times 
Square, 460 West41stStreetfrom 1: 2n 
p.m.t04:45 p.m. For, 


Irvington 

Councilman Craig Stanley to help pre- 

vent accidents during the holidays. 
T hasten develope 


613-0300. 


THROUGH DECEMBER 31 
MONTCLAIR—The Montclair Art Mu- 
seum's American and Native American 
collections will be on display in “Re- 
flecting America: Highlights from the 
Permanent Collection. For more info 
call 201-746-5555. 


to make families mindful of the dan- 
gers that may occur during this time 
of year and provides tips on how to 
avoid them. It outlines tips regarding 
Christmas tree safety, toy safety and 
home safety for the holidays. To ob- 
tain a copy of the brochure, please 
contact his district office at 201-399- 
1000. 


Prince Wooten was honored for his 
work asan executive producer of pub- 
lic affairs television and radio p 

gramming by the Garden State RE 


received the 1996 Journalism Award 
in the category of Impact Journalism 
for his program Another View; The 
Future of Affirmative Action, which 
airs on PBS throughout New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and New York. 
Throughout his career, Wooten has 
earned numerous honors, locally, and 
including an Emmy Award 
and eight Emmy nominations, a 
Gabriel Award, the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting's Silver Award, 
A Communications Excellence to 
Black Audiences Award and a Tri- 
state Catholic Committee on Radio 
and Television Award. GSABJ 
Awards recognize ground breaking 
journalism that has made a po: 
difference in the African-Am 
community. 


County offers 
outreach program 
for the elderly 


UNIOUN COUNTY—Union 
County's Department of Human Ser- 
vices, Division on Aging, has sched- 
uled its December Outreach Services 
Program to assist individuals with the 
necessary applications for Pharma- 
ceutical Assistance, Gas and Electric 
Support, SHARE Food Program and 
Food Stamps, Counseling on Health 
Insurance for Medicare Enrollees, 
Home Energy Assistance and Supple- 
mentary Security Income. 

willbe f Thurs- 
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day, December 19, at the Elizabeth 
Family Center, from 9:30 11:30 a.m. 
at 32 C Pioneer Homes, Elizabeth; 
and Roselle Borough Hall from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. at 210 Chestnut St., 2nd 
floor, Roselle. For additional infor- 
mation on the program call 908-5270- 
4872. 


Members of the Advisory Board of Devereux Deerhaven in Chester work hard 
to make the future brighter for the 70 girls and young women, aged 8 to21, who 
live at the residential treatment center. Many of these girls have been aban- 


doned, neglected or abused. Reviewing some of the materi: 


ls for the Devereux 


Deerhaven Annual Fund Drive are, from left, Ethel G. Batten of South Orange, 
a member of the Devereux Deerhaven Advisory Board; Lynn Jones of Califon, 


executive 


irector of Devereux Deerhaven; and Migdalia Rodriguez Carida of 


Stanhope, a member of the Devereux Deerhaven Advisory Board. 


NBCAR accepting 
nominations for ‘96 honorees 


The National Black College 
Alumni Reunion (NBCAR) is cur- 
rently accepting nominations for the 
1997 “Corporate Advisor of the Year” 
and “Educator of the Year” awards. 
Nominees should be advocates for 
historically black colleges and uni- 
versities (HBCUs). i 

To nominate a candidate, submit 
à two-page type written letter ex- 
plaining why your nominee should be 
selected. Deadline for all entries is 
Friday, January 10. 

The "Corporate Advisor of the 
Year" nominee should represent a 


major company that has made a sig- 
nificant contribution to a HBCU or 
assisted students to attend a HBCU, 

The “Educator of the Year” nomi- 
nee should work for an educational 
institution and have championed the 
cause of assisting students to attend 
HBCUs or have gone above and be- 
yond the call of duty to help educate 
students. 

Nominations should be submit- 
ted to the National Black College 
Alumni Reunion, PO Box 69302, 
Miami, Fl. 33269. 


Celebrate Kwanzaa with Ujima _ 


NEWARK—On Saturday 
cember 28, several families residing 
in the Lighthouse Shelter will receive 
gifts of love, faith, and encourage- 
ment during the upcoming Kwanzaa 
celebration sponsored by the Ujima 
Mission to Africa. 


De- 


dictate Kwanzaa’s principles. The 
event will be held at the UMDNJ 
Medical Science Building Grand 
Foyer. 

Councilwoman Mildred Crump 
will join 10 young adults in the distri- 
bution of gifts. 

T - 


have bees 


During theevs will 
be exposed to a variety of cultural 
food, perf and activities that 
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Affirmative action opened the door, talent made them 'boss' 


By Jennifer Agwunobi 


Growing up in New Orleans in a 
home with five girls and no boys, the 
Dickerson sisters learned that there is 
nothing a girl can't do. "We played 
with dolls and trucks," said Terri 
Dickerson, 39, executive director of 
American Women in Radio and Tele- 
vision in McLean, VA. "When you 
live in a house with all girls, you don't 
have those traditional roles. We had 
to do everything including mowing 
the lawn,” she said. 

Today, the Dickerson girls are all 
grown up and each ead 


Being so young, Terri said she 
could not understand why she and her 
sisters had to go to a school where 
they were not wanted. “Because strong 
students shouldn't be denied an op- 
portunity to a good education," their 
father—who is a former director of 
the Federal Equal Employment Op- 
portunity Commission (EEOC) — 
explained to them, 

Despite the blatant hostility, the 
Dickerson girls were at the top of 
their class. From her Catholic school 
experience, Terri learned that “once 
you get your foot in the door, talent 

i idi Xd col 


mainstream companies and programs 
in the Washington, DC-metropolitan 
area. They credit their successes to 
affirmative action which removed 
racial barriers, and their parents who 
taught them to never let anyone tell 
them they are not worthy to receive 
the best. 

Terri recalled the first grade when 
She and two of her sisters, Lisa and 
Patrice, attended Catholic school dur- 
ing the school's first year of integra- 
tion. "No one wanted us there,” she 
recalled, “not even the nuns or priest.” 


blind.” 

The Dickersons had parents who 
“led by example,” recalled Verna, 32, 
the youngest sister and senior pro- 
ducer of Special Projects for Black 
Entertainment Television. “Success 
was always embraced in our home; 
failure was never an option, said 
Verna, 

Their father, the late Walter M. 
Dickerson, directed the EEOC for 12 
years and later worked as national 
field directorto open EEOC offices in 
Six other states. Their mother, Verna, 


If you don't have a 


Cross of Life Lutheran Church 


1240 East 7th Street Plainfield 908-755-6788 


why not try us?? 


Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service - 7:00 p.m. 
with Holy Communion, a story for 
the Children and jes 4 Special Music!!! 


church home, 


Celebrate 


Extended Holiday Hours: New York, The Westchester, White Plains: Wed. thru Fri. 9-10, Sat., 8-11, Sun. 9-9, Mon. 8-11, Tue., Christmas Eve 8-6; In New Jersey, Garden State Plaza, Paramus: Wed. thru Fri. 9-11, Sat. 8-11, Closed | Sunday, Mon.-11, Ti 


wasaschool teacher who later worked 
for the Montgomery County Govern- 
ment. They said their mother was a 
role model to them because she at- 
tended college and received a gradu- 
ate degree during a time when affir- 
mative action didn’t exist. 

All of the Dickerson women are 

uccessful because of their parents" 

iy a their individual talents, and 
hard work, yet, they acknowledge the 
role affirmative action played in their 
careers. "Affirmative action gave me 
the opportunity to show that I had the 
talent and ability to do the job,” said 
Terri, whose organization advocates 
for women in the media. 

Lauri, 33, owner of a child care 
business, said affirmative action is 
still needed because "raising two Af- 
rican-American daughters, I want as 
many opportunities available to them 


as is available to anyone else. I want 
my children to see many black role 
models. I want them to see African- 
American doctors when I take them 
to the hospital,” she said. 

Of the other Dickerson children, 
Lisa, 40, is the President of Airports 
Management, Inc., and Patrice, 38, is 
the Chief of Staff at DC General 
Hospital. 

All five Dickerson women said 
they are “only too familiar with the 
look of surprise when people mistake 
our white colleagues for the ‘boss’ in 
situations. They don't see black 
women as decision-makers and team 
leaders... White colleagues who work 
with us come to learn that we are in 
our positions because we are pre- 
pared and capable... Affirmative ac- 
tion is still necessary and must con- 
tinue,” all five women reiterated.. 


Black workers allege racial 
discrimination at UPS 


OAKLAND, CA. (AP)— Doz- 
ens of black drivers for United Parcel 
Service have accused the company of 
racial discrimination, saying they've 
been put on dangerous routes, over- 
looked for promotions and subjected 
to harassment, 

The drivers were among 500 
people who met in Oakland on Satur- 
day to discuss alleged injustices. 

Timothy Mapfumo, a 14-year 
UPS employee, said a supervisor told 
him that “white drivers can relate to 
people in the hills better and that 
black drivers can relate to people in 
the ghetto.” 

In addition, Mapfumo said, he 
bid for a route in April and two of the 
20 people selected had less senior- 
ity than he has. He also testified 
that he has paid out of his own 
pocket for a guard to trail him on 
dangerous routes. 

Maran Wilson, another long-tim 
UPS employee, said he had never 
been approached about a manage- 
ment position, despite his good per- 
formance reviews. He charged that 
the company puts “racist supervisors 


pr 
a 


in positions to antagonize black em- 
ployees.” 

UPS spokesman Tom Pizzuti de- 
clined to comment about any specific 
cases. But he said that UPS “looks 
forward to working with the NAACP 
regarding the issues. We are commit- 
ted toproviding a positive atmosphere 
for our employees.” 

Shannon Reeves, president of the 
NAACP's Oakland chapter, said the 
testimony would be reviewed by 
Saturday's six-member panel, which 
included three NAACP officials, two 
union members and one representa- 
tive ofthe federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 

The panel members will deter- 
mine with union officials which is- 
sues could be solved through collec- 
tive bargaining. The remaining issues 
would be presented to UPS managers 
next month. 

Saturday's session was called af- 
ter four black UPS workers sought 
help from the NAACP earlier this 
year after bringing their 


A consortium of legal women 
called Americans for a Fair Chance, 
is fighting to preserve affirmative 
action. The Consortium has launched 
a public awareness campaign on af- 
firmative action and has produced a 
nationwide public service announce- 
ment that airs on black-owned radio 
stations. 

Americans for a Fair Chance is 
comprised of prominent women from 
the Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law, the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund, the National Asian Pa- 
cific American Legal Consortium, the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund, the National Women's 
Law Center, and the Women’s Legal 
Defense Fund. 


first, fair and accurate. But there is no 
way you can be all of those things 
with a homogenous staff... Affirma- 
tive action causes the industry to cast 
a wider net to find a more diverse 
workforce." 

Lisa, Terri, Patrice, Lauri, and 
Verna still talk to each other almost 
every day. "My sisters are my best 
friends," said Terri, who is known as 
the family "spokesperson." "We are 
diverse ourselves and we learn from 
each other," she said. 

Judging from their successes, they 
also learned from their father who 
routinely said, "Don'teliminate your- 
self. there are enough people out 
there trying to do it for you." Boy did 
they listen. 


“Affirma- 
tiveaction these 
days just makes 
competitive 
sense,” said 
Terri, motherof 
a 12-year-old 
son. In applying 
that to journal- 
ism, she said, 
“you want to be 


Orres HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 


(908) 755-5572 


RICHARD H. WILLIAMS, D.D.S. 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY 


Formaly the office of 


Victor C. Lightfoot 


217 CHURCH STREET. 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 


COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 


Join our campaign for healthier babies. 


As one of the country's leading not-for-profit organizations, the March of 
Dimes relies heavily on its fundraising activities to finance its mission to 
improve birth outcomes by helping babies be born healthy and reducing the 


infant mortality rate. As Community Director-you will be charged with 


and 


support for the s aims. 


ior 


d 


Sucha task requi 


skills as it involves fundraising, recruiting new volunteers, obtaining 


with the 


as well as ¢ pi 


and 
i and g 


local business 


to the attention of UPS management, 
union officials and the EEOC. 


in to: 


agencies. At least one year of “hands-on” experience, preferably as a 
volunteer, is needed. A Bachelor's degree or equivalent would be helpful. 
Regular and temporary positions are available. 


We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits. If you are a self-starter 
who seeks challenge and opportunity, send your resume and salary 


MARCH OF DIMES BIRTH DEFECTS FOUNDATION 


Faith, unity and purpose—uniquely 
depicted by Backus Street Designs. 

Their Heritage Lane collection includes 

a variety of glass objects that have been 
transformed into one-of-a-kind treasures. 
Shown, decorative Kwanzaa lamp 
representing Ethiopian harvest 
celebration; 167.00. In Gift Gallery. 


NORDSTROM 


s. Christmas Eve 8-6; Menlo Park Mall, Edison: Wed. thru Fri. 


9-11, Sat. 8-11, Sun. 9-10, Mon.8-11, Tues., Christmas Eve. 8-6; Freehold Raceway Mall, Freehold: Wed. thru Fri. 9-11, Sat. 8-11, Sun. 9-11, Mon.8-11, Tues., Christmas Eve, 8-6; The Mall at Short Hills: Wed. thru Fri. 9-10:30; Sat. 8-11, Sin 9-9, Mon.8-1 1, Tues., Christmas Eve 8-6. 


CITY NEWS 


December 18 - December 24, 1996 


Got news? We want to hear it. Call us at 908-754-3400 
or fax story ideas in to 908-753-1036 


OPINION 


EDITORIAL 


School reform remains 
a dream for some 


Inthe midst of the debate that is raging in New Jersey over public school 
reform and funding, it still seems that the smallest ones — the children — are 
once again going to be the ultimate losers in the game. 

Children in the state’s urban districts are once again caught between an 
adversarial battle between school administrations and the State Department 
of Education. The Department has threatened the takeover of Plainfield, and 
has already taken over Newark, Paterson and Jersey City 

The most important question that must be asked is: Why were these 
schools allowed to fall to such a substandard point? Would these districts 
have been allowed to deteriorate to such a level if these districts were not 
predominantly black and Hispanic? Why is the State now coming in to try to 
institute a litany of standards on a system that is essentially broken to begin 
with? 


Obviously, the State Department of Education needed to be in on the 
game from the start—and they were not. Where is the Department's true 
commitment to the special concerns and needs of the urban school district? 

One must also hold accountable those educators in the urban school 
districts themselves, who have not gone the extra mile for the kids—and 
others too who have abused the system. The flagrant graft and misuse of 
funds in some of the urban districts clearly illustrates that the problem exists 
on all levels. 

Now, funding will become even more of an issue for these districts. 
Governor Whitman's funding proposal will serve to knock the knees right 
lout from under the 1994 Supreme Court decision that required additional 
resources be devoted to "special needs" districts — funding that is all too 
critical in helping to aid these troubled districts. But, money alone cannot 
help the problem. 

It is time for the Maat. a4 to mount a campaign — a wake-up call 

and politicians alil g what the almighty tax dollar 
and our government were supposed to ensure — a quality education for all 
lof our kids. Let your elected officials know that they will be held accountable 
—accountable if they vote to approve Governor Whitman's funding plan, 
and accountable for the failure to seek real and lasting changes to the 
educational system. 


U.S. Students not 
competing globally 


by Sharon Khadijah Vincent 


The United States 
may be the world’s 
only “super power” 
left, but study after 
Mm study continue to 

mÁ show that US. stu- 
dents are not performing at the levels 
that would reflect this status. In a 
recent international study, that is sup- 
posedly the largest and most accurate 
to date, American students ranked 
28th in math tests and 1 7th in science 
out of forty- io nations thai partici- 


classrooms as to why instruction is 
hampered. Othereducators have given 
excessiveabsenteeism, classroom dis- 
ruptions, and too much curriculum 
material to master, as reasons for why 
American students are trailing behind 
in math and science. This debate will 
continue to go back and forth until 
interest fades and the next study docu- 
ments the same problems, and the 
cycle begins itself again. 

idership is needed at the na- 
tional, state and local levels. President 
Clinton has stated that education will 
beone of his main Priorities inhisnext 


pated. The top ‘ies in math 
wer pora Korea and Japan, 
and in scienc S P" Czech Re- 


The "Third International Math- 
ematics and Science Study has again 
put the spotlight on the problems and 
challenges faced by this country in 
improving the academic performance 
of United States students, particu- 
larly, in the areas of math and science. 
As we prepare to enter the 21st cen- 
tury, it should disturb every Ameri- 
can that our students fail way below 
students in other nations in these criti- 
cal and important skill areas. 

In order for them to be able to 
compete in the global world market, 
our educational system must make 
substantial, sustained and systematic 
in how our students 


Holiday season a time for 
joy—and tragedy 


Dear New Jerseyans: 


The holiday season is once again upon us. It is a time for warm family 
gatherings, last-minute shopping and the delighted faces of children. In too 
many instances, however, it is also a time of tragedy. Some of those dry 
statistics with which you are constantly inundated have precipitated a seasonal 
fire alert. They tell us that many more residential fires occur in the winter 
months. They also show that almost 40 percent of all fire deaths in the home 
happen during this time of year — and 40 percent of these victims are the very 
old and the very young. 

Just last winter was a devastating example of holid 
lives, five of th hildren, were lost in thr ter fires ina four-week 
period. Four of the kids perished in three days. Although other burned, trapped 
and unconscious victims were rescued and survived, those that didn’t will be 
especially remembered this holiday season 

For their families — and, yes, for those firefighters who pulled them out 
of burning infernos, trying everything they could to defy death and keep them 
alive -they will never be forgotten. Fire Lieutenant Cariton Crawley, one of 
many firefighters vvho found and carried out children in two of those night 
time fires just three days apart, said it for all of them: “A lot of us went home 
that morning and hugged our kids. 

What can we do to protect ourselves and our loved ones from what some 
firefighters call the red devil? 

Keep Christmas trees well watered and far away from candles, electrical 
outlets, radiators, heaters and other potential heat sources. The same goes 
for combustible holiday decorations. Avoid extension cords and make sure 


y tragedy. Six young 


; your wiring is in good condition and adequate for the increased load 


Don’t use kerosene heaters. They are not only illegal in the City of 
Plainfield and other municipalities (and their use subject to a stiff fine), they 
are a very common cause of fires in the home. Where they are legal, proper 
fueling and stringent are vital. If not 
maintained, they can also produce deadly carbon monoxide, which is unde- 
tectable by the human senses. 

An improperly installed and operated wood stove is another all too 
common fire cause. Such installations require permit inspections. 

Long neglected fireplaces are often overused during the holidays. There 
is nothing like a blazing fire in the hearth to warm the spirit of the season and, 
if faulty, to set the house on fire. The unsafe practices to watch for here? No 
screens, blocked chimneys, wood impregnated with hot burning, chimney 
clogging and ignitable creosote. Also, daily use of the fireplace can cause 
wood support members hidden in walls to char, ignite and spread flames and 
toxic smoke throughout the house. 


res, should be in good 


Heating systems, a primary cause of winter 


to cope with th 


combustibles away from the furnace. Check your flues for tightne 
for fuel leaks. Does your chimney or flue pipes need cleaning 


cheaper than the cost of having a fire. 


ds of the sustained bitter cold, Keep 
s. Inspect 
? It is a lot 


Smoke detectors, inexpensive and easy to install, offer precious minutes 


in which to get you and your f: 


nily out of dangei 
than ever during the holiday season. So are well planned esc: 


They are more necessary 
ape routes and 


practiced fire drills. The kids will think its fun. And you will be surprised at 
how many little things go wrong that will require some fine tuning on your part 

A real fire is not the time to plan anything. It is difficult to think straight 
with smoke and panic making you disoriented. And remember: Dial 911 early. 


Minutes do count. 


nfield firefighters respond very quickly. And quick 


reporting of a small fire gets them there that much sooner, when they can do 
the most good in cutting down on fire damage 
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Fo receive further information 
on specific fire safety questions, 
please telephon 
Preve 
is 908-753-3445 

Follow the above guidelines. You 
will find that you sleep better at night 
This winter let's all enjoy the peace 
and good will of the holy days. Your 
firefighters wish you a truly happy— 
and safe— holiday season. We will 
do our part to try to make it so. Will 
you do yours? 


Charles R. Angione 
Deputy Chief of Bui 
for Fire Prevention 


£ 


learn and master math and science. 
Failure to address and implement 
needed changes in the math and sci 
ence curriculums will mean that there 
will continue to be fewer and fewer 
students who are interested or pre- 
pared to pursue careers that require 
knowledge and expertise in these ar- 
eas. 

As technology and science con- 


It can't happen soon 
enough! He has stated his support for 
common math and science curricu- 
lums all across the nation. Many edu- 
cators agree with this viewpoint and 
want to see a national curriculum. 
Still, many others don't support this 
idea. What's currently in place is not 
working, and we need to try out some 
different strategies and techniques. 

Those school districts and educa- 
tional leaders who are achieving suc- 
hould be utilized and called on 
to provide guidance, advice and di- 
rection for the country. If a particular 
model or technique is successful, it 
would be foolish to ignore it. We 
don’t have to start from scratch be- 
cause there are many lessons to be 
learned and a lot of talented individu- 
als and successful institutions who 
can provide assistance. 

Our young people can and must 
do better in math and science. For a 
nation that has taken the lead in land- 
ing a man on the moon and exploring 
outer space, we should accept no ex- 
cuses for not conquering and meeting 
the challenges right here on earth. 

Those who spend so much time 
on negative energies designed to deny 

i and 


o 
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tinues to advance, seek- 
ing to compete for jobs and other 
opportunities will fall short, dimin- 
ishing their potential for advance- 
ment in future years. 

The significant findings of the 
report were quite different from some 
of the previous studies, in that rea- 
sons óften cited for the lag in U.S. 
students? academic performances in 
math and science were not attributed 
to lack of homework, heavy televi- 
sion viewing, or classroom instruc- 
tional time. 

The major problems cited were 
inferior curriculums in both math and 
science and teaching styles used by 
many educators that are ineffective. 
Concerned citizens and taxpayers all 
across this nation should be demand- 
ing to know, why, after all the money 
that has been spent on teacher train- 
ing and curriculum development, we 
are still not seeing the kind of im- 
provement needed in our schools? 
We keep hearing excuses and reasons 
why systemic changes are still not 
being realized by significant improve- 
ments in students’ test scores. In- 
stead, many promises are made, but, 
all too frequently are broken. 

The latest study has already 
sparked debate over the findings. The 
head of the American Federation of 
Teachers, Albert Shanker, cited prob- 


or 
the poor and the disadvantage, have 
only weakened the country. If the 
commitment is made to properly edu- 
cate all children, everywhere, then a 
lot of locked up potential will be un- 
leashed. 


by Earl Ofari Hutchinson, Ph.D. 


Many African-Americans called 
the handful of Blacks who publicly 
supported the California Civil Rights 
Initiative, that bars affirmative action 
in state programs, racial Judas’. They 
believe that the Initiative passed be- 
‘cause angry white males voted for it; 
Pete Wilson and Bob Dole pushed it; 
and the California Republican Party 
bankrolled it. However, almost un- 
noticed is that slightly more than one 
out of four Blacks voted for the Ini- 
tiative. 

The morethan 60,000 black votes 
in support of the Initiative, would 
have pushed the “no” vote total past 
4 million. This would not have been 
enough to defeat the Initiative, it 
would have narrowed the margin of 
defeat. Given the court challenges, 
even more political urgency and le- 
gitimacy, and perhaps increases the. 
chanceof getting an injunction against. 
enforcement of the Initiative and ul- 
timately overturning it. 

Many insist that blacks who sup- 
ported the Initiative were confused 
by it's deceptive language, or were 
mislead by ican trickery. This 


Why do so many 
blacks oppose 
affirmative action? 


battles that erased them, and only the 
fuzziest notion of how affirmative ac- 
tion benefits them. This deepens their 
feeling that affirmative action laws 
have little relevance to them. 

The anti-affirmative action senti- 
ment among blacks is also fueled by 
the new wave of conservative black 
radiocommentators, writers, academ- 
ics and politicians. They oppose affir- 
mative action, welfare, abortion, and 
governmentspending programs. They 
advocate school prayer, more police 
and prisons, self-help and personal 
responsibility. 

Theearly warning signs that more 
blacks are a part of this growing con- 
servative political perspective came 
during the 1991 debates surrounding 
Clarence Thomas’ Supreme court 
nomination. A USA Today poll found 
that nearly half of all Blacks surveyed 
supported self help and not govern- 
ment quotas. 

During the recent presidential 
election, Haley Barbour, the Republi- 
can National Committee Chair, 
claimed that 25-45 percent of blacks 
called themselves “conservative.” His 
low-side estimate closely matches the 


is much too simple. Many blacks are 
convinced that they have achieved 
their success in business and the pro- 
fessions through hard work, educa- 
tion, and ability. 

They agree that affirmative ac- 
tion, like welfare, discourages incen- 
tive and unfairly stigmatizes Blacks 
as social paupers, eternally seeking 
government hand-outs. They feel in- 
sulted that many whites claim they 
got ahead because they are Black and 
not because they are competent. 

Some younger blacks who did 
not experience Jim Crow laws, have. 
little knowledge of the civil rights 


action vote by blacks 
in California. 

If blacks are becoming more con- 
Servative and more resistant to affir- 
mative action, its because more blacks 
are prospering. Since the 1970s, there 
has been a 52 percent increase in the 
number of black managers, profes- 
sionals, technicians and government 
officials. r 

Nearly one-third of blacks have 
incomes that exceed $35,0000 annu- 
ally, and 10 percent have incomes that 
exceed $50,000 dollars annually. A 
sizable percentage of Blacks now 
claim they are pro-life, pro-school 
prayer and anti-gun control. 


bold vision. 


On December 4, 1996, Dr. Beverly L. F 
Public School District. This document provides a blueprint for restoring the effectiveness of Nevat s Schools. lam writing to 
the citizens of Newark and to all other New Jersey taxpayers to exp! y for Dr. 


An Open Public Letter 


from 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 


the Newark 


As State District 


Beverly Hall has the knowled: 


experience 


d i needed to transform this 
school 


learly, Dr. 
M However, based on Dr. Hall's first seventeen months in Newark, | am very optimistic. 


Upon her in th 


of 1995, Dr. amassive 


of the city’s 82 schools. Along with 


many other officials that summer, Commissioner of Education Dr. Leo Klagholz and I joined one of Dr. Hall's “painting crews." 
In less than two months, her administration accomplished what hadn't been done in more than two decades: Newark students. 
returned in the fall to clean, well supplied schools. 


From the outset, Dr. Hall recognized that change must involve everyone affected by the system. She therefore organized 


Cog Teams of parents, 


y 
f thi "fir 


Newark Youth 


Dr. Hall and Deputy Superintendent Beatrice. Collymore also met regularly with parent, church and other Fa og At 
ince 


f ich Dr. Hall, Ce 
t district with over 200 Newark high school and ii grades students. 


I discussed 


then, 


lems of too many in 


Dilemma 


Continued from page 1 


pling with significantly low Standard- 
ized Achievement Test (SAT) and 
High School Proficiency Test (HSPT) 
scores, cities like New Brunswick 
have taken the lead in encouraging 
students to take advantage of pro- 
grams that are available to help pass 
these state required exams. 

The district's combined SAT 
scores were 826 and HSPT scores 
rose from 37.5 percent in 1994 to 43 
percent in 1995. According to district 
Superintendent Dr. Ronald Larkin, 
the New Brunswick school system 
has implemented HSPT readiness 
classes, tutorial programs, and SAT 
instructional programs during and 
after school and on weekends. 

“We really encourage our stu- 
dents to participate in these programs. 
Now what's sad is that some of our 
youngsters are not taking these 
classes, not taking college prepclasses 
and still sitting down for SAT’s. Their 
chances are certainly hampered by 
not taking advantage of the programs.” 

Despite Larkin's disappointment 
in the test scores, he is encouraged by 
the technological initiatives the dis- 
trict has implemented. Spending 
$180,000 on two additional computer 
labs, linkage to the Internet, and soft- 
ware geared toward biology, calculus 


See EDUCATION DELEMMA/ page 10 


r. Hall and her 


Dr. Hall has reached out to the community through cable television, church visits, parent handbooks, and public letters. Her 
December report to the State Board extends the message that all New Jersey residents have a stake in Newark's success. 


A State District Superintendent is required by law to develop a reorganization plan after the first year of state operation. 
Therefore, during 1995-96, Dr. Hall directed the evaluation of all principals and the analysis of district support services. Based 
on these reviews, Dr. Hall announced Newark's reorganization plan in July 1996. 


Under the banner of "Putting Children First,” her plan redirected over $26 million from excessive. personnel to instructional 
programs for students. , | know that Dr. 
Dismissing over 600 employees, most of whom live in Newark, would certainly cause pain, even if some could be rehired or 
helped to find new jobs. Maintaining things as they were would have been painless for the System's adults, Including Dr. Hall. 
She decided to act on behalf of Newark's children. 


b. aud have been wrong to continue wasting education dollars to pay bus attendants $220 per day when the regional 


day. It 
in Nave costs $4.07, twice the national average of $ .96 per meal. And it would have been wrong to continue supporting 
custodial services that cost 36 percent above tht | average, when these empl lean 20 percent fewer ‘square feet 
and miss work 23 percent of the time. Dr. Hall wei f wasteful adult against 

for children and made the correct choice. 


Each piece of Newark's Strategic Plan is necessary; none by itself is Sufficient to get the job done. Together they offer a 


dl that 


their plan. 


That progress is being made in Newark is already evident. Commissioner Klagholz and | recently visited one of the City's 
new kindergarten classes to see for ourselves the benefits of dollars reallocated to instruction. Underwritten in part by the 
Prudential, the Victoria, and the Geraldine L. Rodgers Foundations, these exciting model classrooms serve as resource and 
Staff development centers for the 64 full-day kindergartens opened this year. 


After her State Board presentation last week, | met with Dr. Hall and representatives of the recently formed Newark 


last year launched “The Fund for Excellence in the Newark Public Schools.” These business, community, parent, student, and 
education leaders strongly support Newark's Strategic Plan and are committed to making it work. Their message was clear: "lf 
we all pull together, Newark can become an outstanding school district.” 


Inmy opi , Newark y i el dide x 
Through r. 
team. | also want to E all New pi Citizens and especialy irish ofthe Newark educational community to “pull 
together.” Not ply 7, 


h 
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Got news? We want to hear it. Call us at 908-754-3400 
or fax story ideas in to 908-753-1036 


Kids Kalendar 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 


JERSEY CITY—The Hudson City 
Branch of the Jersey City Public Li- 
brary will host a story hour graduation 
party featuring “Tori the Clown,” at 

:30 am, for pre-schoolers who at- 
tended the fall series. For more info 
call 201-547-4556. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 


PLAINFIELD—The Plainfield Public 
Library will host a "Young Peoples’ 
Film Program," at 3:30 pm. For more 
info call 908-757-1111 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 


JERSEY CITY—The Pearsall Branch 
of the Jersey City Public Library will 
host *Foto" the clown, performing 
magic tricks, face painting and more. 
;|tor kids, beginning at 3:30 pm. For! 
more info call 201-547-6557. 


THROUGH DECEMBER 21 


METUCHEN—The Forum Theatre 
starts off its 1996-97 Kids Forum Sea- 
Ren Mle DengernusCipmasol 
Red Riding Hi 

p.m. For more info call 09-946. 0582. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 


ROSELLE—Skate with Santa at 
Warinanco Skating Center on Thomp- 
son Avenue, from 1 to 3 pm. Cost for 
adultsis $5. Seniors with ID pay $4.25, 
and kids 17 and under pay $4. Skate 
rental is $2. For more info call 908- 
527-4900. 


PLAINFIELD—The Plainfield Public 
Library will host ‘Storytime with Tracey 
Robinson," at 11:00 am. For more info 
call 908-757-1111 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 


JERSEY CITY—The Miller Branch of 
the Jersey City Public Library will host 
*Foto" the clown, performing magic 
tricks, face painting and more for kids, 
beginning at 4:00 pm. For more info. 
call 201-547-4551. 


THROUGH DECEMBER 27 


WOODBRIDGE—The Barron Arts. 
Center is hosting an extensive exhibit 
of model trains, entitled “Trains, Trol- 
leys and Tracks.” The large display of 
over 300 feet of track will include a. 
holiday theme, and Santa and Mrs. 
Claus pumping a hand car. For more. 
info call 908-634-0413. 


THROUGH DECEMBER 31 


PLAINFIELD—The Plainfield Public 
Library will hold à Teddy Bear Exhibit 
during regular library hours. For more 
info call 908-757-1111 


World On 
Ice features 
The Spirit of 
Pocahontas 


Celebrating the natural harmony 
oflife, Walt Disney's World On Ice— 
The Spirit Of Pocahontas, Walt 
Disney ‘s World On lce—The Spirit 
Of Pocahontas plays Madison 
Square Garden January 15 to 19, 
Continental Airlines Arena from 
January 21 to 26, and Nassau Coli- 
seum from January 28 to February 2. 

The enchanting production fea- 


Sports legends visit Newark 


NEWARK—Wide-eyed school 
children throughout Newark and sur- 
rounding communities were com- 
pletely absorbed in what they heard 
on December 2 and 3 as some of the 
greatest names in sports history re- 
capped their personal experiences. 
Seventeen athletes visited 14 schools 
over the two-day period, carrying a 

trio of important messages: Stay in 
school, stay off drugs and stay away 
from gangs. 

Sponsored by the Newark 
YMWCA, the visit of "Sports Leg- 
ends" is an annual event that brings 
retired football, basketball and base- 
ball players; as well as wrestlers and 
bodybuilders from all over the county 
to address Newark-arca school chil- 
dren. The athletes’ time is all donated, 
and transportation, lodging and meals 
are paid for in part by the Sports 
Legends Black Tie Affair that follows 
the two days of school visits. 

Although revenues from the din- 
ner and sports memorabilia auction 
are currently insufficient to cover ex- 
penses, YMWCA President Milton 
Harrison remembers when corporate 
sponsorship allowed him to actually 
apply proceeds from Sports Legends 
to other Y programs throughout the 
year. 

“We once had extensive support 
from Robert Plant Corporation prior 
to theirsale. Now, thankfully, PSE&G 
has picked up a major portion of the 
tab, but we're still actively soliciting 
further corporate sponsorship,” he 
said. 

Why would such famous names 
as Stu Voight, Chuck Foreman, Bobby 
Reed, Hall-of-Famer Bobby Bell and 
their peers donate their valuable tini 
Bill Grant, a former Mr. America and 
Mr, World who now resides in nearby 
Maplewood, said, “I am a product of 
the YMCA System. I first began lift- 
ing weights at the Orange YMCA... 
Having, been molded and encouraged 
by the Y in my youth, I feel a respon- 
sibility to give something back to that 
organization.” 


Plainfield Library conducts 
book amnesty program 


PLAINFIELD, NJ—The Grinch 
certainly won't be stealing Christmas 
this year—at least in Plainfield The 
Plainfield Public Library is declaring 


Amod Field (l) and Joh 


Sports Legends’ affair. 


m address a class at Science High. The school is 
the first to participate in the fledgling program that led to the current annual 


(Minnesota), signs autographs at Science High. He is accompanied by Milton 


Harrison (r) president of the Newark YMW' 


Have a safe and 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy Kwanzaa 


SAT prep book 
aids students 


Now through June 7, 1997, 
over 1.5 million students na- 
tionwide will take the Scholas- 
tic Assessment Test (SAT), the 
gateway into most American 
colleges. Anyone who has en- 
dured this three-and-a-half hour 
exam knows all too well how 
tough it is to prepare for, and 
how stressful the experience 
can be. 

Students everywhere can 
learn howto masterthis dreaded 
exam with UP YOUR SCORE: 
The Underground Guide to the 
SAT/1997-1998 Edition 
(Workman; $8.95) an intelli- 
gent, savvy guide originally 
written in 1987 by four high 
school seniors, each of whom 


UNDE RÜROUNI D 
GUIDE TO THE 


The Prae im 
Kids Whe Aced she SÁT W and Went on to 
"Tep-Netch Colleges ~~ of Their Choice 
ee 


received a perfect score on the 
SAT. 

Each new edition is guest-edited 
biennially by a high school student 
who has received a 1550 or higher on 
the SAT. For the 1997-1998 edition, 
the guest editor is Lisa Exler who will 
be a freshman at Brandeis University 
this coming fall. As a high school 
junior, Lisa interviewed previous 
guest editor Michael Colton for her 
local newspaper. Inspired by the in- 
terview, she read the book and 
achieved a perfect score of 1600. 

The only test preparation book 
written for students by students, UP 
YOUR SCORE combines education- 
ally sound test-taking strategies with 
a hip, humorous tone, making this 
book easy to comprehend and an es- 
sential study tool. 

In the 1997-98 edition, Lisa has 
updated the book to reflect the latest 
changes to the SAT, added current 
cultural references and new vocabu- 
lary words. 

She has also contributed her per- 
sonal system for tackling the critical 
reading passages—keeping the bal- 
ance between the need for speed and 


Readers will also benefit from 
suggestions on how to be a better 
guesser (and why it's almost always 
better to guess than not to answer a 
question), how to master insider math 
tricks, and what to do if they have a 
nasty proctor. 

UP YOUR SCORE provides the 
tactics, techniques and attitude high 
school students need to psych out the 
SAT, and pours on humor to make the 
geometry problems go down easier. 
Most importantly, UP YOUR SCORE 
teaches students to think like the SAT. 

It’s hard to know the answer to 
every question, but test-takers can 
learn to eliminate choices and gain a 
better chance of getting the question 
right. AII five authors share their in- 
valuable tricks for remembering dif- 
ficult words and theorems while in- 
cluding lighthearted jokes to ease the 
stress of the test. 

From preparation tips to advice 
on how to master each section of the 
test, to a brand-new chapter on trans- 
lating high scores into scholarship 
money, UP YOUR SCOREis packed 
with c dge inforrnation. Writ- 


ting in gear”— how to make yourself 
sit down and study. 


the amnesty period 

“We feel this amnesty is in keep- 
ing with the noliday spirit,” says Bose, 
“and look iorward to the return of 


an amnesty on and over- 
due items from December 23rd 
through December 31st. 

Any and all unreturned books, 
videos, audiotapes or other items may 
be returned without any fines or pen- 
alties during this period. 

To ease the embarrassment that 
many people feel about returning long- 
overdue items, Vivian Bose, head of 
the library’s circulation department, 
has decided that the outdoor 
bookdrops, normally out of operation 
when the Library is open, will be kept 
operational day and night throughout 


many popular 
power Miu ru fe 
summer of 1995, brought in about 
four hundred books and other items, 
many of which could not have been 
replaced as they are out of print. 
Those who are considering return- 
ing items should not forget to check 
their children’s bookshelves, Bose 
suggests, Children’s books are a large 
part of those not returned in any given 
year, and sometimes they are simply 
mixed in with the child’s own books 
and overlooked. 


Guide to top HBCUs 
available for college- 
bound students 


WARREN, MI—The Chevrolet 
Motor Division and Ebony magazine 
have teamed up, for a second year to 
produce and distribute the /996- 7997. 
Guide to the Nation's Top Histori- 
cally Black Colleges and Universi- 
ties. a comprehensive reference book 
for college-bound African-American 
high school students and their par- 
ents. 

More than 100,000 guides have 
been distributed free to leading church 
congregations and major African- 
American organizations across the 
country. 

"Chevrolet realizes that educa- 
tion is one of the most important is- 
sues facing our country today" said 
Chevrolet General Manager John G. 


tures the brave and compassionate 
who 


"Choosing a college 


befriends John Smith, a ‘courageous 
British soldier. 

Their paths cross in the tumultu- 
ous convergence of the New and Old 
Worlds. Aided by the ever-wise 
Grandmother Willow, the mischie- 


can seem like an overwhelming and 
complicated process, and often stu 
Ebony magazine is 


formation on choosing a college and 
how to apply for admission and finan- 


for the research and editorial content 
of the college guide, which is featured 
in the magazine’s November issue, 
now on 


Meeko, heel 
hummingbird Flit, Pocahontas finds 
she must choose between tradition 
and a destiny that's all her own. 

Ticketsare available at all Ticket 
Master locations and arena box of- 
fices. For TicketMaster Charge By 
Phone call 212-307-7171, 201-507- 
8900, 212-454-3388. 


“In order to distinguish yourself 
from the crowd, you have to be better 
prepared than anyone else.” said John 
H. Johnson publisher chairman and 
CEO of Ebony's parent, the Johnson 
Publishing Co. “A quality education 
can be the cornerstone of success." 

The 1 20-page guide includes in- 


cialaid. Ei; d uni- 
versities are Eo in state-by-state 
groups 

Another section introduces some 
of the schools’ famous alumni. The 
booklet also includes a listing of schol- 
arships and eligibility requirements 

In addition to distribution through 
high schools, the 1996-1997 Guide to 
the Nation's Top Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities is 
atre Silty Chevrolet by ealling 1» 
800-201-9571 


ten in a style that’s accessible and 
entertaining, it provides everything 
students need to know to ace the test. 


NAME: 


‘Hip Hop under fire 
Sat Ee 


‘Pout VES Magazine on your) 


eal al shopping list 


Subscribe to YES Magazine 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


STATE: 


PHONE: ( ) 
SCHOOL: 


ZIP 


GRADE: 


Formoreinformation call -800-9-YESMAG 


Box 191 Plainfield, NJ 07061. 
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New Ye 

"Out with the old and in with the new, 
Although 
some traditions are far too in: 


is a common 
phrase this time of year there is merit to that 


ained to simply dismiss, 


By this, we mean the tradition of the 
"good luck" foods on New Year's Day 
For many generations, people have 

ens 

nning 
as a Southern tradition, this custom is 


cooked blackeyed peas, a pot of 


and pork on New Year's Day. Be 


now prevalent throughout the United 
States. Eating these foods on New Year's 


Day supposedly ensures a healthy and 
prosperous year. Blackeyed peas bring luck, greens pro- 
ares good health. Of 


course, most people today cook these foods as a tasty 


tect financial matters, and pork en 
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tradition instead of superstitious beliefs 
Since this is a new year, perhaps it's time to try some- 
thing a bit more bold. By all means, keep your chitlins' 
on the stove, but add a stunning crown roast of pork as 
the centerpiece. It's really much easier to prepare than it 
looks. Your butcher will tie the roast and all 

GEB o have to do is tet it cook stowly. To com: 
plement the roast, try our recipe for Hoppin’ 
=~ John, using Glory Foods Pre-Seasoned 

À Blackeye Peas. Add Glory Foods Pre- 
Seasoned Mixed Greens and Glory Foods 
Corn Muffin Mix to finish your meal. Start 
your diet the day after New Year's Day 
| bake the chess pie (custard pie) with the recipe that fol- 
| lows. It's fabulous with Champagne! 
| Finish your list of resolutions and do yourself a favor 
| by resolving to spend less time in the kitchen. Use 


and 


YOUR MOM GOT 
THE PRAISE... 


IAS 
dre 


= 


NOW YOU CAN 
HAVE THE GLORY. 


Who can fo 
a taste that went 


Mom's special mi 


every dish a taste all 


you'll always remember 


can't get home and 


of Mom's home 


s. Glory Foods c 


Just 


About The Best 


AVAILABLE AT PATHMARK 


Glory Foods variety of canned Southern-style Greens, 
Beans and Peas, seasoned and accented with the 
flavor of home-style cooking lets you pre: 


ly pare a quick and delicious meal in min- 


utes. You just heat them and eat 
them! 

Now, we know the best food you've 
ever tasted will always be your 
Mom's, but Glory Foods’ real good, 
feel good, down-home flavor comes 
so close, it's Just About the Best!* 


ION 
4 
AN 

/, / / 
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nience and homemade taste. It's a resolution you'll be 
glad you kept! 
Happy New Year from all of us at Glory Foods. 


Ingredients 


Crown Roast 1 
Poultry Seasoning. 1/2 Tbl 
Black Pepper. 1 tsp. 


Method 
1. Order roast at least one day in advance from butcher 
Trim excess fat. 

2 JRub seasonings on bottom and inner core of roast 

Jatetugve the. excess fat and cartilage from the exposed 
Bones with à sharp knife. Wrap each bone with foil to 
lessen brown 


Glory Foods family of pre-seasoned products for conve- 


3. Bake uncovered in a shallow roasting pan at no more 
than 300 degrees until meat is 165 degrees or juices run 
Allow to stand 15 minutes before cutting. The 
meat should have a faint pink tinge, but no red or bright 
pink areas. 

Yields 1 Roast 


clear. 


HOPP) OH 

Ingredients 

Glory Foods 

Pre-Seasoned Blackeye Peas 2 cans 

Red Bell Pepper. 1 

Rice 1 cup 
jater. cups 

Poultry Seasoning. 1 Thl. 

Salt 1 tsp. 

Method 


1. Finely chop red pepper. Combine all ingredients 
except rice and bring to a boil. 

2. Add rice, reduce heat and cover, then simmer for 
20 minutes. 

Yields Approximately 5 Cups 


CHESS PIE 
Ingredients 

lated Sugar. 3 cups 
Egg 4 
Milk. 1/2 cup 
Flour, 3 Tbl. 
Vanilla Extract. 1 Thl. 
Lemon Juice (fresh). 1 Tb. 
Salt 12 tsp. 


Pie Shell (deep dish) 
Method 

1. Combine all ingredients and pour into the pie shell. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 55 minutes until center is 
semi-firm 

2. Allow to cool before slicing 

Yields 1 Pie 


.1 (unbaked 9") 


DRIED FRUIT COMPOTE 
Ingredients 

Mixed Dried Fruit 

Red Wine. 

Method 

1. In a saucepan, pour red wine and reduce by half. You 
may start with 1 cup of water instead of wine. Do not 
reduce if using water. 

2. Add fruit and sugar and cook until syrupy, about 
10-15 minutes. Serve warm or room temperature with 
the crown roast 


For questions or comments, write to Glory Foods, Inc., 
Post Office Box 328948 + Columbus, OH 43232. 


Until Next Month, 
Good Cooking! 


Lor 
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Just About The Best® 
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We've BEEN MAKING 
(ur GRANDMOTHERS PROUD 
For Over 45 YEARS 


ond we're proud to say that Parks is not just “anyone's” chitlins. Parks Heat ‘N 
Eat Chitterlings are the original, ready-to-eat chitterlings. Our chitterlings ore precooked and 


prepared in a deliciously seasoned sauce. All you do is heat them ond eat them. Nothing could 


We've heard it said a thousand times. “You shouldn't eot just 


anyone's chitlins.” We've been a part of the Parks family for years 


Currrenuancs x Purr Dr 


be easier. And no chitterlings could be cleaner. Parks chitterlings ore hydrocleaned; not once, 


but three times. So what you get are citings good enough for a gourmet; or better yet, a grandmother, 


CONSUMER: iant one pn pp 


prc oe 


lcd 
a he oe 
ro UE 


on two (2) 28 oz. or 
one (1) 5 Ib. package of 


Parks CHITTERLINGS 


(© 1907 Parks Sausage Company 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 


Ay New Edition to perform at MSG 


Keith Sweat and Blackstreet join season’s hottest tour 


NEW YORK, N' 
Choral Council presentation of Handel's 
Messiah Sing-In at Avery Fisher Hall 
Lincoln Center at 8 p.m. For more info 
call 212-333-5333. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
NEW YORK, NY—Manny's Car Wash, 
a blues club, presents guitarist Matt 
"Guitar" Murphy. For more info call 212- 
369-BLUE. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
NEW YORK, NY—Manny's Car Wash, 
a blues club, presents The Bill Perry} 
Blues Band. For more info call 212- 
369-BLUE. 


NEW YORK, NY—The National Cho- 
rale, under the baton of Music Director 
Martin Josman, present Handel's Mes- 
siah. For more info call 212-333-5333. 


DECEMBER 20 & 21 

NEW YORK, NY—Schomburg Center 
presents NATIVITY—A Life Story. In- 
Spired by Langston Hughes' Black Na- 
tivity. A Brilliant retelling of the Biblical 
Christmas story with African-American 
music and dance. Showtime is 7 p.m. 
both evenings. For tickets call 212- 
491-2206. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
CHERRY HILL—Big Band Jazz at the. 
Cherry Hill Hilton, featuring “The. 


Doors open at 7 p.m., and the show! 


.m. 
Rt. 70 opposite the Garden State Race- 
way. For more info call 609-665-6666. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—II Young Produc- 
oyD y 


atChesler's Cabaret, 10L 


Keith Sweat 


ST. LOUIS—Now that they've 
reunited, Ralph, Ricky, Ronnie, 
Michael, Johnny and Bobby—other- 
wise known as New Edition—will hit 
the road in a nationwide tour as 
“Budweiser Presents New Edition.” 

The New Edition crew, one of the 
most successful acts in the 1980s be- 
fore individual members launched 
solo careers, will kick-off the long 
awaited tour in their hometown of 
Boston on December 27, at the 
Worcester Centrum Centre. The tour 
will come to Madison Square Garden 
on Friday, January 10, 1997. 


(across from the state Theatre). Party 
with Live Jazz on the upper level and 
music on the lower from 9:30 ‘til? Ad- 
mission is $5 with toy, $10 without. For! 
more info call 908-545-0024. 


NEW YORK, NY—Manny's Car Wash, 
a blues club, presents The Susan 
Tedeschi Band. For more info call 212- 
369-BLUE 


DECEMBER 21 & 22 

NEW BRUNSWICK —American Rep- 
ertory Ballet presents The Nutcracker. 
Showtimes are 2 and 7:30 p.m. on the 
21stand 1 and 4:30 p.m. on the 22. For 
tickets call the Theatre's box office at 
908-246-7469. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
NEW YORK—Avery Fisher Hall at Lin- 
coin Center presents solo pianist 
George Winston. Showtime at 8 p.m. 
For more info call 212-721-6500. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK—Manny's 
Car Wash, a blues club, presents Josh 
Smith and the Rhino Cats. For more 
info call 212-369-BLUE. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 
NEWARK—A Kwanzaa festival will be. 


and dance. For more info call 1-800- 
JERSEY-7. 


g sponsored 
New Edition Reunion Tour will be 
Keith Sweat, the charismatic singer, 
songwriter and producer in a limited 


numberofappearanc 
Blackstreet. 

Since their reunion and the re- 
lease of the critically-acclaimed Home 
Again CD, New Edition has recap- 
tured the loyalty of their R&B fans, 
while expanding their audiences to 
include fans of pop and hip hop. 

Buoyed by the success of Hit Me 
Off, which entered the Billboard mu- 
sic charts as No. 1, New Edition is 
gearing up to give concert-goei 
matured, redefined look, while main- 
taining those smooth, trademark har- 
monies and soulful performances that 
made them icons of the 1980s. 

The group's latest 
Still In Love With You 
the charts and validates the reincarna- 


ind soul group 


New Edition 


tion of New Edition. 

Blackstreet, building on the suc- 
cess of its self-titled 1994 debut CD, 
is back on the scene with Another 
Level. Led by Teddy Riley, the much- 
heralded composer, producer and 
singer, Blackstreet is soaring with the 
success of the smash hit, No Diggity. 

Keith Sweat, who is back with his 
fifth recording, titled Keith Sweat, is 
striving to match his earlier success 
that moved a music critic to dub him 
as “the Luther Vandross of the hip 
hop generation.” 

Sweat is living up to the accolade 
as indicated by the success of No- 
body, a sultry, seductive duo with 
newcomer Athena Cage. For ticket 
information call MSG Box Office or 
TicketMaster. 


AZ Yet set for stardom 


There are five young men from 
Philadelphia, who have begun to cap- 
ture the attention of music critics, the 
music industry, and music enthusiast. 
And if predictions hold true, they are 
well on their way to making the same 
mark as another well known group 
from Philadelphia. 

Who are these soon to be 
phenoms? They are Az Yet. With 
their tight and infectious harmonies, 
diverse vocal styles and extraordinary 
musical talents—Az Yet—(Dion 
Allen, Darryl Anthony, Marc Nelson, 
Shawn Rivera, and Kenny Terry), is 
poised to take the public by storm 
when they share their vocal gifts on 
their soon-to-be-released debut album 
on LaFace Records. 

The group is already enjoying the. 


itic: 


Az Net From left: Dion, Kenny, Marc, Shawn and Darryl. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—'Sing A Christ- 
mas Song’ will preview at the George 
Street Playhouse, 9 Livingston Ave. 
For ticket info call 908-246-7717. 


THRU JANUARY 5 

NEW BRUNSWICK—Crossroads The- 
ater presents The Amen Corner by 
|James Baldwin. For more info call 908- 
249-5581 


BROOKLYN—The Billie Holiday The- 
atre presents Acres of Diamonds. For 
more info call 718-636-0918. 


MONDAYS THRUOUT DECEMBER 
CHERRY HILL—Big Band Jazz at the 
Cherry Hill Hilton every Monday, fea- 
turing “The Rhythm Machine, a six- 
teen-piece band. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
and the show begins at 8 p.m. The 
Hilton is located on Rt. 70 opposite the 
Garden State Raceway. For more info 
call 609-665-6666. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 

NATIONWIDE—The NATURE channel 
will offer the televised show “Designed 
for Living,” a program on structures: 
built by animals — from bird nests to 
mole tunnels. The show will air at 8 pm. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK—Manny’s| 
Car Wash, a blues club, presents The 
Duke Robillard Band. For more info call 
212-369-BLUE. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 
NEW BRUNSWICK—Celebrate New 
Year's Evein style at The State Theatre 


the play Puttin’ on The Ritzat8 p.m. For 
tickets call 908-246-7469. 


THROUGH MARCH 23, '97 

NEW YORK—The Museum of the City. 
of New York presents “Back in the Days: 
East Harlem Old and Young,” a New 
York City Community Gallery Exhibi- 
tion. For more info call 212-534-1672. 


THROUGH MARCH 30, '97 
PHILADELPHIA, PA—Moments With- 
lout Proper Names," an exhibition of 
511 black and white photographs by! 
Gordon Parks at the Afro-American 
Historical and Cultural Museum. For 
more info call 215-574-0380, 


debut gold single Last Night. The 
single hit #1 on the Billboard R&B 
chart and was on the original motion 
picture soundtrack from the hit movie 
The Nutty Professor. 

There were three people who re- 
alized, early-on, that Az Yet, with the 
right direction, development and fo- 
cus could become one of alike the 
most popular singing groups ever to 
come along. 

These three were Jacqueline 
McQuam, Michael McQuam and 
award-winning singer, song writer, 
producer Kenny “Babyface” 
Edmonds, who has produced and 
penned the majority of songs on Az 
Yet's debut album. 

Says Babyface, Az Yet is one of 
the most talented groups to ever come 
along. When they sing, it becomes 
magic. This group is destined for suc- 
cess. Not only can they sing, but they 


Seasons 
Greeting to 
all. May the 
New Year 
bring with it : 
great gifts of 
love, hope 
and 
happiness. 


also write, produce and arrange. Az 
Yet is unique in that their mix of 
influences and flavor defies labeling. 
Iam happy tobe associated withthem." 

How did these five young men 
come together to form such a one-of- 
a-kind sound? Shawn and Dion met in 
early 1990. both sang, shared a love 
for music, and wanted to form a sing- 
ing group. They decided to “go for it” 
and began combing the city of Phila- 
delphia for other vocalists who wanted 
to make it as much as they did. 

Their lives changed forever when 
a self-produced demo reached the 
hands of Los Angeles businesswoman 
Jacqueline McQuarn. 

"I was so impressed with their 
demo tape, [called them and arranged 
to meet with them in Philadelphia," 
says McQuarn. 


“When I got there, they did a nine- 
song showcase for me in my hotel 
room and I was sold.” 

McQuarn signed a contract with 
the group and immediately began 
shopping their demo and seeking 
other opportunities for them. 

One of the individuals who heard 
the group's music, via showcase, was 
McQuarn's son-in-law, Kenny 
"Babyface" Edmonds (married to 
Jacquie’s daughter Tracey.) And, as it 
is said, “The rest is history.” 

The group is excited about their 
first album and being part of "a family 
of five" as Shawn says. Kenny sums it 
up, "God introduced us to each other 
forareason. We look forward to using 
the talents he gave us to perform and 
make as many people happy as we 
can." 


The Modern Beautician's Association 

invites you to join them to their 
First Annual Holiday Mingle 
Saturday, December 28, 1996 


Brokers Entertainment Complex 


Q 


9:00 p.m. - 


:00 a.m. 


88 Evergreen Place, N.J. 
201-678-8800 


Donation $10.00 

25 Years of Age and Older 
Proper Attire Required; 
No Jeans, Sneakers, etc. 


For Tickets and Information: 
Alicia Holmes... 908-561-9692 
Geneva Ausley... 201-676-7900 

Ron Lewis... 908-757-0525 


Proceeds To Benefit The MBA Scholarship Fund 


Poet Torrence-Thompson 
on national book tour 


NEW YORK—Poet Juanita 
Torrence-Thompson is on a national 
book tour for Spanning the Years; her 
second book which appears in Ebony 
Magazine December 1996 

Torrence-Thompson has read her 
poetry in Singapore as well as on U.S. 
TV, radio and at libraries, bookstores, 
coffee houses, schools, churches and 
prestigious universities like 
Georgetown, Howard, Fordham and 
Pace. She is the recipient of poetry 
awards including Editors Choice 
Awards, The Nashville Newsletter 
Poetry Award and won first prize in 
The New York Public Library con- 
test for her poem “The Evening I Met 
Barbara Jordan,” which is in her first 
collection Wings Span to Eternity 

She recently read from Spanning 
the Years at the nation's Number 1 
public library: Broward County Pub- 
lic Library (Main Branch) in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida and at Ely High 
School in Pompano Beach, Florida. 
"It was an honor to read at both ven 
Torrence-Thompson, “but 
it was particularly rewarding to expe- 
rience the spontaneous enthusiasm of 
the students and teachers. Like in the 


Brockton Massachusetts schools, the 
students lined up for my autograph, 
which was not only heartwarmin 
but totally unexpected. So you se 
our students really do appreciate cul 
ture.” 

Check bookstores for Spanning 
the Years, or, for autographed copies, 
write Torderwarz Publishing Com: 
pany, PO Box 751205, Forest Hills, 
NY 11375. 


Actor Howard Rollins dies 


Best known for his portrayal as 
Detective Tibbs in the TV series In 
the Heat of The Night, actor Howard 
Rollins died on Sunday in New York 
at the age of 46. Rollins also had 


starring roles in the 1984 classic A 
Soldier's Story where he portrayed an 
Army Intelligence Officer investigat- 
ing the murder of a soldier, and Rag- 
time in 1981 where he played 
Coalhouse Walker, a proud piano 
teacher who becomesa vengeful revo- 
lutionary 

Although a talented actor, Rollins 
was plagued by the ghost of drug 
addiction. This problem repeatedly 
got him in conflict with the law and 
eventually caused him to lose his role 
on In The Heat of The Night. 

Costar Carroll O’ Connorreleased 
a statement noting, “I am deeply sad- 
dened by Howard’s death. He was a 
friend whom we loved dearly.” 

Rollins’ last work was Harambee, 
afamily-oriented film about Kwanzaa 
and the effects of violence on com- 
munities, which airs nationwide on 
December 19. 


Looking for something to 
do New Years Eve? 


PLAINFIELD —The 
Plainfield Area Youth 
Development Tennis 
Association is spon- 
soring a New Year's 
Eve Tennis Party from 
8 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the 
Inman Racquet Club 
in Edison. 

Tickets arc on sale 
for $45 (players) and 
$35 (nonplayers). 


There will be 
tennis, games, mu- 
dancing, food, 
open bar, and door 
prizes. 

All proceeds 
will benefit the jun- 
ior development 
tennis program. For 
further information, 
call 908-755-7673 


or 755-0464. 


E-MC 9 


Reconos 
CASSETTES 
COMPACT Disc 


263 CENTRAL AVE. 
Surte #6 

E. ORANGE, N.J. 07018 
(201) 676-1375 


RHYTHM e 


ERIC R. MCPHERSON, JR. 


ACCESSORIES 


Latest Hits 
VINTAGE OLDIES| 


NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION 
Tuesday, December 31, 1996 
9:00 - until 
BUF/HHS CENTER COMPLEX 


403 West Seventh Street, Plainfield 


Music by “Warren Daniels and the New York People” 
BYOB! 
Champagne Reception from 10:00 - 11:00 p.m. 
Soulful Breakfast Buffet served at 2:00 a.m. 


Catered by “Willie 14K” 
Hats, noisemakers, tasty food, smooth music, good friends all provided! 
‘Advance Reservations Only 
$65 Couple - $35 Single 
CALL TODAY 561-0123 


CITY NEWS 


18- D b 


24, 1996 


' 
Got news? We want to hea 
or fax story ideas 


t 
ir it. Call us at 908-754-3400 
in to 908-753-1036 


BUSINESS 


Business Calendar 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
NEWARK—The Regional Business 
Partnership invite all to celebrate the 
holiday season by taking a Victorian 
Tour of Newark Museum's Ballantine 
House, from 8 to 9:30 am. For more info 
call 201-242-6237, extension 225 


SUMMIT—The Career Options Center 
is sponsoring a networking/support 
group at the Summit YWCA, 79 Maple 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of 
each month. Registration is required. 
For more info call 908-756-3836 


THROUGH DECEMBER 19 
JERSEY CITY—Hudson County Com- 
munity College's Department of Con- 
tinuing Education will present a course 
entitled “Marketing Methods for the 
Travel Industry.” The 3 session course 
begins on December 12, and runs 
through December 19. The course is a 
part of a program leading to a Travel 
Counselor Certificate. For more info 
call 201-714-2107. 


ANNAPOLIS, MD—The National As. 
sociation of Minority Contractors will 
Present an educational training work- 
shop on underground storage tanks. 
The workshop will be held at the Holi- 
day Inn. For more info call 202-347- 
8259. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 13 
NEW BRUNSWICK—The Middlesex 
Chapter of the New Jersey Association 
of Women Business Owners will hold 
its chapter dinner meeting at the New. 
Brunswick Hyatt Regency at 5:15 pm. 
for this dinner 

due by January 9. For more info call 
908-940-6980. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, '97 
RARITAN—The Tribute to Women and 
Industry (TWIN) Program of Central 
New Jersey announces its "Women in 


The Ortho McNeil Pharmaceutical dis- 
‘cussions group on the topic “Issues 
Affecting Womenin a Global Corporate 
Environment" will be at 1000 U.S. High- 
way 202. Registration is required. For 
more info call 908-756-3836. 


THROUGH MARCH '97 
NEW YORK, NY—New York 
University's School of Continuing Edu- 
cation is offering free Career Nights 
and Open Houses, providing an 
insider's look at more than 30 career 
areas from multimedia technology to 
arts administration, hospitality manage- 
ment to the business of entertainment. 
For more info call 212-998-7080 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
RARITAN—The Tribute to Women and 
Industry (TWIN) Program of Central 
New Jersey announces its “Women in 
Management" discussion group series. 
The Ortho McNeil Pharmaceutical dis- 
cussions group on the topic “Issues 
Affecting Womenin a Global Corporate 
Environment" will be at 1000 U.S. High- 
Way 202. Registration is required. For 
more info call 908-756-3836. 


Business & Profe 
FJK UNLIMITED 


Est. 1994 


The Best Payroll 
and Tax Service. 
7 Glenwood Avenue. 
E. Orange, NJ 07017 


201-672-8144 


Francine T. Kerr 
Partner 
James W. Kerr 
Partner 


TRENTON—New Jersey's un- 
employment rate declined to 6.1 
percent in October from 
September's rate of 6.2 percent. 

“New Jersey’s economy con- 
tinued to strengthen and expand in 
October,” said Labor Commissioner 
Peter J. Calderone. “For the fourth 
straight month, the New Jersey 
workforce reached a record level of 
over 4.1 million workers and our 
employment numbers continue to 
steadily improve. The actual num- 
ber of jobholders in our state is at its 
highest point in six years.” 

Calderone said the labor force 
participation rate (the percentage of 
the civilian population working or 
looking for jobs) in October was 
66.9 percent, the highest level since 
July, 1992. 

According to preliminary tabu- 
ations from the Labor Department's. 
monthly survey of employers, the 
number of persons working in the 


NJ unemployment rate 
declined in October 


Garden State rose by 1,100 from} 
September to a seasonally adjusted| 
level of 3,649,200 in October. 

The October employment level 
was the highest since June, 1990. 

Discounting the blizzard-related! 
employment decline in January, 
1996, employment has risen each 
month since June, 1995. 

New Jersey continued to outper-| 
form its large neighbors in job cre- 
ation since coming out of the last| 
recession. New York, Connecticut| 
and Pennsylvania have seen nonfarm| 
jobholding increase by 3.2 percent, 
4.2 percent and 4.4 percent from 
their respective recessionary low] 
points through September, 1996 (the 
latest month for which comparable} 
data are available). New. Jersey’s| 
nonagricultural wage and salary em- 
ployment rose by 5.9 percent from| 
its low point in May 1992 to Septem- 
ber of this year. 


SBA Disaster 
loans available 


NEWARK. » busi- 


nesses and renters who suffered 
uninsured or underinsured losses or 
damages as a result of October’s 
Atlantic coastal storm are eligible 
forlow-interest disasterloans through 
the U.S. Small Business Administra- 
tion (SBA). 

Loans to repair or replace physi- 
cal damage to homes, rented prop- 
erty and businesses of all sizes are 
available to residents of Hudson, 
Middle: lorris, Somerset and 
Union counties. Small businesses in 
nearby Bergen, Essex, Hunterdon, 
Mercer, Monmouth, ‘Passaic, Sus- 
sex md 4H arrei i 


"Individuals are urged to apply 
for disaster assistance even if they 


have already cleaned up damages 
from the storn id Tom Bettridge, 
SBA Regional Administrator. 
"Damage to homes, businesses, and 
personal property as a result of the 


ssional oy 
IH.D. Auto Supply! 
| 1875 South Avenue 

| Plainfield, NJ 07062 


tore Hours: 


8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Sat. 
A 


1908-668-4568 
1908-668-4622 


r Receive 10% Discount 
I On Any Item 


INFINITY ENTERPRISES 
INSTITUTE 
208 Commerce PI., 2nd FI., 
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 355-7000 


Register Now... New 
classes, Seating is 
Limited!!! 


* PC Assembly & Repair 
(Build your own Computer) 
* Computer Theory and 
Troubleshooting 
* Software training (Word, 
Excel, Windows, Wordperfect 


| FAST ACTION 


Comprehensive Personal and 


Custom Printed Sports Apparel 
Specialty & Advertising Items 


eTeamSports, Family Reunions, 
Schools & Clubs 

€ Art & Design Services & 
Business Gifts 


Phone: 908-486-6688, 
| Fax: 908-486-2599 


206 N. Wood Ave. 
Linden, N.J. 07036 


WHEN YOU 
NEED IT! 


AND INSURANCE 
AUTO - HOME - HEALTH 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


908-753-6112-OF FICE 
908-400-1251 


JOHNNY McPHERSON 
159 EAST 4th STREET 
PLAINFIELD, N.J. 07060 


ACTION BAIL BOND) 


Small Business Financial Planning 


| Baron Hilliard 
| Associate 


^ The Ford Financial Group 
Rock Avenue 

East Hanover, NJ 07936 
| 201-884-1700 908-412-1924 


| Helping You Secure Your Financial Future 


———— 


rtv anc Co c, Marte MSDSPC 


er ather Octo- 
ber 19-20, 1996 can be repaired or 


” replaced with assistance from the 


SBA’s disaster loan program at a 
very low interest rate." 

Individuals affected by the 
storms are reminded they must first 
register for all types of disaster 
assistance by calling the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) National Teleregistration 
Center (NTC) at 1-800-462-9029. 

SBA representatives have es- 
tablished SBA Disaster Workshops 
where individuals and business 
owners can obtain information re- 
garding SBA’s disaster loan pro- 
gram, and receive assistance with 
their SBA disaster loan applica- 
tion. 

SBA Disaster Workshops are 
currently being offered in New Jer- 
sey at two centers. The first center 
is located in Somerset at the Old 
County Administration Building, 
at 40 North Bridge Street. The 
other location is in Edison, at the 
Stelton Community Center at 328 
East Plainfield Road. 

The Workshops run Monday 
through Friday, from 9 am to 7 pm 
and Saturdays from 9 am to 3 pm 
until further notice. 

The SBA offers loans of up to 
$200,000 to repair damaged homes, 
and up to $40,000 to replacc per- 
sonal belongings, including auto- 
mobiles. Loans of up to $1,500,000 
are available to businesses and non- 
profit organizations to repair busi- 
ness premises and property. 

Although SBA loans cannot be 
used to upgrade homes, additional 
funds are available for the protec- 
tion from or the mitigation of fu- 
ture damage of the same type. Eco- 
nomic Injury Disaster Loans are 
also available to help small busi 
nesses that incurred financial diff 
culties due to the disaster, allowing 
them topay bills and meetexpenses. 

Interest rates for SBA disaster 
loans are as low as 4 percent, with 
terms up to 30 years. Actual loan 
amounts and terms are set by the 
SBA, based on each applicant's 
financial situation. 


For news and information 
on starting, growing and 
maintaining your business, 
subscribe to 
Minority Business Journal 


call 754-3400 


SYNTEC BLEND: 10/30, 20/50 @ $10.00 6 pk 
SUPERCLEAN: 24 oz/1 gal $40/cs 
GTLMA pu 4 


GTLMA Quo S008 


JLM. DIST. CORP - 908-572-0101 


John H. Johnson (left), publisher, chairman and cl 
ing Company, shares a moment with Earl C. Graves (center), 
publisher of Black Enterprise, and Wayman F. 


Johnson Publ 


Anheuser salutes Ebony 


executive officer of 


Smith III, vice president of 


corporate affairs at Anheuser-Busch Companies, during the recent Pu 


special to commemorate 50 years of Ebony magazine and journ: 
lence. An all-star cast of celebrities from music, tel 
one of the highlights of the television h 


spe 
supported by A 


excel- 
levbion an Rim ada the 
We E AM 


and African-American end covered by Ebony din over the past 


half century. Proceeds from the salute, held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los 
Angeles, benefit The College Fund/UNCF. 


Entrepreneurial training program 
honors 48 NJ graduates 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Armed 
with the tools for busines c 48 


than half of the state's businesses, 
i 130,000 


NJ and others reach 
settlement with 


America Online 


NEWARK—New Jersey and 19 
Other states have persuaded thc 
Internet carrier America Online 
(AOL) to change the way it notifies 
subscribers of its new higher priced 
rates and to provide automatic re- 
funds for AOL members who do not 
want the company's more expensive 
flat-rate plan, Attorney General Peter 
Verniero and Mark S. Herr, Director 
of the Division of Consumer Affairs, 
recently said. 

The states’ Attorneys General 
began negotiating with AOL after it 
announced that it will automatically 
convert all of its members to the new 
plan unless they specifically objected 
prior to their December 1996 billing 
date. 

Prior to December, AOL thad 
charged its users $9.95 a month for 
five hours of access, with additional 
hours billed at $2.95 each. Under its 
new flat rate, consumers. will be 
charged $19.95. New Jersey and the 
other states were concerned that the 
change was being implemented in a 
manner that was misleading to AOL 
members, Verniero said. 

AOL agreed to cooperate with 
New Jersey and the other states in 
order to protect its members from any 
adverse consequences of the change, 

id 


individuals from the Atlantic City, 
Jersey City, New Brunswick and Tren- 
ton areas recently graduated from an 
innovative state-sponsored entrepre- 
neurial training program. 

The graduates, who learned the 
basics of owning and operating abusi- 
ness, are now eligible for loans to 
Start up or expand their own busi- 
nesses. 

“Starting a new business is a real 
challenge. TI ial Train- 


employ fewer than five people. 

The Entrepreneurial Training In- 
stitute is a state initiative that has 
expanded into a collaborative effort 
by private, public and community or- 
ganizations committed to business de- 
velopment in the state. These groups 
have formed regional consortiums that 
commit staff, facilities and other re- 
sources to the program. 

Rev. Buster pecs of the First 


ing Institute (ETI) attempts to smooth 
the way by linking business skills 
development with financial support, 
two critical elements of entrépreneur- 
ial achievement," said Prakash A. 
Shah, chairman of the New Jersey 
Development Authority for Small 
Businesses, Minorities’ and Women's 
Enterprises, which administers the 
training program. "This ETI session 
concentrated on establishing relation- 
ships with local development corpo- 
rations and community groups who 
are committed to business develop- 
ment activities in our urban commu- 
nities," he added. 

Included in the latest graduating 
class were 11 individuals from the 
Atlantic City course; 11 from Jersey 
City; 13 from New Brunswick; and 
13 from Trenton. Since the program's 
inception, more than 200 individuals 
have graduated from the program and 
qualified for$1.3 million in financing 
support, according to Shah. 

State Commerce Commissioner 
Gualberto (Gil) Medina congratulated 
the graduates during special ceremo- 
nies held in New Brunswi it 
your businesses, you will be creating 
jobs and increasing prosperity in your 
neighborhoods, and across our state,” 
the Commissioner said. E 

Calling small businesses the 
"backbone of the state's economy," 
the Commissioner noted that more 


Baptist C 
Corporation, Inc. e in New 
Brunswick welcomed the graduates. 
The CDC, which hosted the ETI pro- 
gram, is a not-for-profit group that, 
with the help of state financing, trans- 
formed the former site of the Home 
News into a center to benefit the resi- 
dents of New Brunswick and Franklin 
Township. The center provides an 
array of services including day-care 
programs for children and senior citi- 
zens, a youth development program 
for troubled teens and job training 
Joining Commissioner Medina 
and Rev. Soaries to express their sup- 
port for the entrepreneurial develop- 
ment effort and graduates were: New 
Brunswick Mayor James M. Cahill, 
Franklin Township Mayor Kimberly 
Francois and Rev. John Harris of Ga- 
lilee Baptist Church in Trenton. 
Plans are being made to hold En- 
trepreneurial Training Institute ses- 
sions in the Spring of 1997 in Long 
Branch/Asbury Park, Newark/ 
Irvington, Elizabeth and Camden ar- 
cas, according to Bryan K. Finnie, 
director of Community Development 
and Small Business Lending for the 
New Jersey Economic Development 
Authority, which administers the pro- 
grams of the New Jersey Develop- 
ment Authority. Individuals interested 
inenrolling in the course should con- 
tact the Community Development Di- 
vision at 609-292-1890. 


Personal Injury Matters 
LAW OFFICES j^ 


Thomas E. Hood 


A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
139 EAST SEVENTH STREET 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 
(908) 757-7777 
FAX: (908) 757-7652 
CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY 


garanteed. 


Disapointed. 


We Want To Be Your African-American 
Computer Company by Giving You The Best 


Quality * Service * Prices 
We Can Sell You A Quality 133 MHz Intel Pentium IBM-PC 
Clone complete with moniter for just $1399. Fully warrented and 
We can even upgrade your old 80486 PC to a 133 MHz Intel 
Pentium machine for only $700. 


KemNet Technologies * One Main Street, Suite 509 * Eatontown, NJ 07724 
(800) 626-9753 (908) 544-4678 Fax: (908) 544-3606 
M-F 11:00 - 8:00 Saturday 11:00 - 7:00 
JUST ONE MILE FROM MONMOUTH MALL!!! 


We Are Proud To Be Your Computer Company and We Are 
Proud To Serve You. Try us out... 


Har Kwanzaa & Nec ass 


You Will Not Be 


|. “This agreement satis- 
factorily protects New Jerseyans who. 
use AOL,” Verniero said. “It builds in 
safeguards for our citizens to allow 
them to choose the plan they want.” 


FTC warns of 
business schemes 


WASHINGTON, DC—Want to 
be your own boss...earning “big” 
money working part-time? Or, better 
yet, working from your own home? 
Don't pay for a promise, no matter 
how tempting it sounds. 

The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) and the North American Secu- 
rities Administrators Association 
(NASAA) say that typical bu: 
opportunity—biz op—or franchi 
scam advertisements use “guarantees” 
as lures to promise easy and fast re- 
turns on your investment, Their ad- 
vice to would-be investors is to do 
some homework. 

Before you invest in any “get- 
rich quick” business venture, the FTC 
and NASAA suggest some simple 
steps. 

Check out the company with the 
consumer protection agency and Bet- 
ter Business Bureau not only in the 
state where you live, but also in the 
state where the company is headquar- 
tered. These organizations can tell 
you if they have any consumer com- 
plaints about the company on file. 

Ask current owners or employees 
about their experiences with the com- 
pany. Do not accept a list of ref 
ences selected by the company as a 
substitute for a complete list of fran- 
chise or business opportunity own- 


ers. 

Get all promises in writing. Any 
promises you hear should be written 
into the contract you sign. 

Ask for the details of the 
company’s refund policy before you 
buy. Get that in writing as well 

Investigate all earnings claims. 
Talk to others who have purchased 
the opportunity to see if their experi- 
ence verifies the claims. Demand to 
see the company’s basis for its claims 
in writing. Be skeptical in judging 
whether the claims are backed up. 

Listen carefully to sales presenta- 
tions. Be wary of any opportunity that 
sounds too easy. The thought of “easy 
money" may be appealing, but suc- 
cess generally requires hard work. 

Be wary of buying if company 
representatives either try to evade your 
questions or ignore them altogether. 

Ask for the disclosure document, 
if you are investing in a franchise. 
This document, required by law, 
should provide detailed information 
to help you compare one business to 
another. If the company has no dis- 
closure document, beware! 

Askalawyer, accountant, or busi- 
ness advisor to read any disclosure 
documents and proposed contracts. 
Entering into any business opportu- 
nity generally requires a substantial 
investment. 

Resist high pressure sales tactics. 
Buying a business opportunity is a 
big, expensive decision. Take time to. 
think it over. 

For free information about buy- 
ing a business opportunity or 
chise without getting scamme: call 
the FTC at 1-800-554-5706 or visit 
the FTC web site at www.fic.gov 
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Formore information call Formore information call 
908-754-3400 E 908-754-3400 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 


LEGAL LEGAL Lecat LEcAL LEGAL LEGAL LEGAL 


Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice 


NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY 9) Review and approve requisitions and change-orders | 3. Pastperformanceintermsotcost LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLIO 
SCHOL Control, quality of workandcompliance. 
THE NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY SCHOLARSHIP | 10)Assistinclosing-outthe projectin accordance with the ec WR ? 
FOUNDATION wil receive sealed bids to provide, deliver, | applicable program regulations. 4. Knowledge of stateandlocalbuildingcodes 2 
install and maintain coin operated vending machines, at andHUD regulations. e 
30 a.m., on Jannary 7, 1997, at 2438 Lock Street eon E... 
Newark, NJ 07103, at which time and place all bids will be ' AGES a 5. Oire respones VEMM 
including demonstrated understanding 
publicly opened and read aloud. Proceeds received from | Qualifications: 
^ of HUD modernization 1 
the vending machines shall benefi the AUTHORITY'S. | 4) Must be icensed inthe State of New Jersey to provide 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATIO! d 6.Feeproposal. 1 


architecturallengineering services. 
A pre-bid conference will be held on December 23, 1996 at 
10:30 a.m. at 2438 Lock Street, Newark, NJ 07103. 


10:30a.m., Jan. 7, 1997 to Mary M.Hrison, PHM, Executive 


i pà Director, Red Bank Housing Authority, P.O. Box 2158, e e 
3) Evergreen Terrace, Red Bank, N.J.07701-0902. 
2438 12/18/96 FEE:$106.60 
Tm 9 
mese. All persons interested in submitting a proposal for the CITYOF MILLVILLE PROPOSAL 
A certified check or bank draft payable to the NEWARK for 
Y t IREL ILACEMENT 
andMAINREUABILITATION LÀ 
idder 500.00 in 
shallbe submitted MILLVILLE ‘MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER COLLECTION 
2) Listing of similar projects that the firm has previously SYSTEM 
satisfactory Performance and Payment Bond or Bonds, a | completed: ng 
En Boardof the City of Millville untilJanuary 7, 1996, at 10:00 a.m. 


such bond(s) upon award of a contract i 


purchasing Boardinthe Commission Chamber, City Hall, Milvile, 


Attention is called to the provisions for equal employment | 5) An insurance certificate indicating that the firm has | NewJersey. 


‘and wages as set forth in the specifications must be paid The work to be performed under this contract consists of the ) 
‘on this project 1 e 
Jer 
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of E k 
b eb. by6:00 P.M.onorbefore January 19th, 1997. 
: © | pump station using a section of 12" PVC gravity sewer, 
reserves the right to reject any or all bit or to waive any "usa A quoa 
informalities in he bidding replacements. 


No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days | proposal Collection System. 


easy, you can 


subsequent _ luau sien 
NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY SCHOLARSHIP 12/18/96 FEE: $184.60 Hall, Millville, New Je Cty 
FOUNDATION ta 
PUBLICNOTICE 
CHARLESA BELL Au 1996, 100p m atCiy ol 
12/18/96. FEE: $97.50 L All bids must P. on the proposal forms ered to 1e, 
ente 
li ‘Proposal 
AEQUESTFORPROPOSALS Pe amped io mnt fr lend Avenue Pump Son Benton ana Man 
rabat andooectedióheooario(Commésonersl 
Um 
S b H 
Teens cran Progam (CG) Propet NS ty Systems 
POSS-cMN. Au services ees eomply with syaa ocal Colonia, N.J. 07067 Millville in addition toa Letter of Surety, Stockholder's Disclosure, 
directives, regulations and handbooks promulgated by the Att: Ms. Barros. 
rn wi ee ae | dns ret: sanso | Ple avs o SIS Chae 127, Ama Aton 
P.) 
T7 Crap k 
Tulle rati cod e ca die TOUSNGRUTHORTYSOROUGHOFREDBANK | 187 Chpori Sx sD reque Te 
n Pep plans and secestons putate | yy Fron Prom acorn, V sacos ade uo e 
painting wor Tha EA -9.1 et seq. forthe eee 


Authority's COP. Budget ($125,750.00) at HUD projects 
NJ083-001 (the "Elms”), NJO83-002 (Lincoln Towers’), 
N 


architectural! engineering firms regarding a HUD fended 
rog 


It shall be a special requirement of the successful bidder to 
Thescopeofworkincludes: j 


for preparing a color chart, for review and approval by the 


City News Classified 


| MN 
E Es. 
S MULA Er cbe 0 Male Vine 
j e Ciis n 
RSS MMAM C ieman tulsa inch Centas ian CFD ECONOMY LINES 
Pis in t Plunbing improvements S2 A Line for 2 Weeks 
\uthority staf k " 
completion of this project. bids and construction inspection. BY ORDEROF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
ISN. THOMPSON 
staff, ù CITYCLERK 
Ruf 
Board of C si 12/18/96. "EE: $132.60 


) 


local agency. Ad rti: 


iee T Re var Bids And 
eiue ier pene pes alate Classifieds in 


Just fill out the form below and mail your check or money order to 
CN CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. BOX 1774 PLAINFIELD NJ, 07061 
Deadline for ad copy: Thursday, 5:00 p.m. 


‘scope and complexity. 3 5 
8) Conduct regular job meetings, on site, in order to review ty 
pe oiii iie i City News, YOUR AD COPY 
Advertise (4 or 5 words per line) 
Your Bids And. TH 
CITY OF CLIFTON Help Wanted: Earn up'o | Classifieds in Ca Il, 


$500perweekassembling 
{Gee CUE es productsathome.Noexpe- | City News, 


OPENTORESIDENTSOFNEWJERSEY | fience. Info 1-504-646-| Gy, 908-754-3400 or 


Construction Official: 1700, DEPT. NJ-6155. 


The City of Clifton is currently accepting applications | — amar | 908-754-3400 
fromall qualified individuals regardless of race, color, | EMPLOYMENT FA X 
sex, or ethnic origin, and who mese rodlismene WANTED n 3 


ia if FAX, 
nel for the following Civi oves open competitive House/Office Cleaning pe oap 908- 753-1036 Send in your classifieds today! For rate information or assistance call 908-754-3400 
C -753- 
position of Hiei Oficial fis. LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLI 


Building sub code license not required but tem anteed, daily, weekly 

Individual will report to the Director of Regulatory | anytime with special First 
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New Jersey's education dilemma 


Continued from page 4 


ware geared toward biology, calculus 
and geometry, Larkin said test results 
indicate there is achievement. 

“If you go up there, the young- 
sters are working on problems that 
are so complex, it's amazing to see 
some of the work that our youngsters 
are doing. 


La 


n said that because of the 
interest in computer technology, the 
labs are staffed during lunch hours for 
the many students that pass up lunch 
to complete assignments or want to 
browse the Internet. 

“Last year, in anticipation that the 
core curriculum standards were go- 
ing to be adopted— we put together 
curriculum committees, consisting of 
teachers, administrators, central of- 
fice personnel, with expertise in the 
various subject areas to begin align- 
ing the curriculum here in Newark to 


Scho 


Continued from page 4 


Newark Superintendent Dr. Hall 


as a detriment to improving her dis- 
trict. The idea of a set and equal 
amount per student, she believes, 
would hurt the urban school child the 
most — the child who may need more 
in order to be brought up to par with 
their peers in more affluent districts. 
Venable sees the school funding pro- 
posal asa way for Whitman to deliver 
on a political promise of lower taxes 
in the state. 

Dr. Columbus Salley, superin- 
tendent of the Orange Public Schools, 
describes the Governor's plan as "ill- 
conceived" and "an incomplete 


thecore content standards,” said New- 
ark State Superintendent Dr. Beverly 
Hall 

The Newark district, Hall said, 
has introduced a strategic plan that 
outlines specific guidelines to enhance 
student performance, and offer en- 
gaging and challenging curricula. 

For instance, adopting standards 
from Governor Whitman's core cur- 
riculum standards, the district has now 
expanded its Algebra I course for its 
elementary school students, particu- 
larly for eighth grade students. 

They have also developed cur- 
riculum specifically designed to pre- 
pare their elementary students for the 
HSPTII and SAT exams. 
‘We have put all of our five year 
olds in kindergarten, and, as a result, 
we have 58 additional all-day kinder- 
garten classes," said Hall. "We be- 


lieve that this will have a long-term 
significant impacton student achieve- 
ment in Newark." 

Although many districts have 
noted improvements in various ar- 
eas, there exists obstacles that un- 
dercut their efforts. 

“The initial impact, it appears 
that we may be loosing about 4 mil- 
lion in potential state funding,” said 
East Orange Superintendent Dr. John 
Howard. 

“We would have to make that up 
at the local level by increasing prop- 
erty taxes if the current plan is imple- 
mented.” The funding issue is the 
correlating problem between all of 
the districts. 

Republican Senator Robert 
Martin’s proposal to establish 
baseline funding for all districts at 
$7,200, will continue a spending gap 


ol funding 


conceptualization at best.” While he 
seesthe core curriculum plan as "laud- 
able,” Salley takes issue with the fund- 
ing proposal and the flat funding 
amount for every pupil in every dis- 
trict across the state. 

“There is no perfect correlation 
between the money that you put in, 
and the results that you get out,” he 
said, in a recent interview with City 
Ne 


Tthink that an inordinate amount 
of emphasis is on dollars—it is a po- 
litical issue—it's not an educational 
issue.” 

According to Dr. Beverly Hall, 
superintendent for the Newark Public 
Schools, her district could lose some 
$30 million under the current funding 
proposal. And, funds available would 
be more carefully “earmarked” for 
particular use. “We would have to 
look at where the cuts would come 
from,” Hall said. She would seck to 
preserve actual instruction atall costs, 
regardless of the resulting funding 
cuts. 

The Education Law Center esti- 
mates Newark local taxes would have 
to increase some $44.9 million in the 
1996 to 1997 year, in order to support 
and maintain the current regular edu- 
cation programs. 

The Center estimates a $4.3 mil- 


Where Giants roam the earth 


Former New York Giant great Harry Carson (left) and current sensation 
Michael Strahan trade stories during the Newark YMWCA's Sports Legends 
HI black tie dinner. 


lion increase in a local levy to main- 
tain current spending levels in the 
Trenton public schools. 

Frank Sinatra, superintendent for 
the Jersey City Public Schools, said, 
“If the Governor's plan was going to 
be implemented...the Jersey City 
Public Schools would have received 
enough funds to continue the present 
programs that we ha but would 
nót enable us to start new initia- 
tives." 

According to John Patella, pub- 
lic information officer for the New 
Jersey School Boards Association 
(NISBA ) the organization is against 
the current plan—citing its over-re- 
liance on property taxes to support 
the school system. NJSBA is a fed- 
eration of more than 600 local boards 
of education. 

Referringto Whitman's plan, Dr. 
Robert Boose, NJSBA executive di- 
rector, said, "It's a severe problem. 
Close to 300 school districts have to 
tax themselves at rates above the 


between wealthy and poor districts. 

But it doesn't impede Dr 
Howard's district from continuing its 
"Unique Schools" program tha 
used to drive the curriculum and 
demic change 

"Every school has their own 
theme. You've got a performing arts 
School, a music school, you've got a 
science school, each one generates 
their own theme." 

Despite having the lowest stu- 
dent to computer ratio, Howard said 
that his district still has "telecommu- 
nications in three schools, where 
there interactive telecom- 
municating between buildings. We 
are wired through the schools for the 
world wide web and the Internet." 

The Plainfield district has taken 


Plainfield Superintendent Dr. Leverett 


similar app f providing tech- 
nological innovations for its student 
population. But according to 


debate hea 


many to an extraordinary degree.” 
According to the NJSBA, ‘state 
governments across the nation pay an 
ayerage of about 50 percent of public 
school costs. However, according to 
Governor Whitman's office itself, the 
state of New Jersey is paying but an 
estimated 38.5 percent for the 1996 to 
1997 academic year. And, New Jersey 


tual 37.8 percent in 1994 to 
1995—well below national averages 
for all respective years. 

The NJSBA contends that with 
New Jersey contributi 
ayerage to public 
funding percentage remaining rela- 
tively stagnant over the last three aca- 
demic years—even in the face of rising 
costs—property tax increases are the 
only solution to improving, or even 
maintaining the schools across the state. 

Assemblyman Craig Stanley (D. 
Essex) agrees with the NJSBA's con- 
tention that the decreased funding from 


pport their schools, 


the state has created a "d. 


ral" in the quality of education 
"That is what is causing the prob- 
lem for not only urban districts, but 
middle income districts, as well," 
Stanley noted, 
The idea of increasing property 
taxes in the thirty “special needs dis 
tricts” is particularly problematic— 
problematic for areas that are facing 
decreasing employment and shrink 
ing tax ratable: 
Ina recent press conference, Gov- 
ernor Whitman bristled at the notion 
that her administration's current 
school funding plan would result in a 
property tax increase or a decrease in 
funding to education. 
"This is the most important issue 
s” Whitman noted. 
that this ad- 
ministration and this legislature can 
€ to the future —and that's the 
education of our children — putting it 
on a sound financial and core curricu- 
lum status. Iam extraordinarily disap- 
pointed that what we are starting to 
see in this election year is partisan 
politics get in the way of what is the 


Plainfield’s Superintendent Dr. Larry 
Leverett, the district is taking an ad- 
ministrative approach at achieving 
their goals 

“We've been working to re-de- 
fine the relationship between the 
unions, administration and school 
board to utilize more collaborative 
problem solving strategies, so that 
we're not stuck in an adversarial 
mode,” said Leverett 

“The referendum, is going to 
make possible a number of educa- 
tional improvements, ra from 
full-day kind f 
in the community, middle schools of 
choice, improvement of our library 
facilities at all schools, the availabil- 
ity of art and music facilities ...and the 
introduction of technology through- 
out the instructional program.” 
Leverett said these were the comer- 
stones of the districts reform initia- 
tives. 
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most important discussion that we are 
having.” 

Whitman believes that the new 
formula would put approximately 
$260 million more in the 
tem this next academic y e: 
in total overall spending of $4 billion. 
However, Whitman opponents would 
disagree as to this interpretation. 

An Office of Legislative Services 
study shows local tax increases for a 
number of districts across the state. 
Citing the OLS study on her funding 
plan, Whitman said that the demo- 
crats asked OLS to “run numbers 
using worst case scenario assum) 
tionsat every turn." Others, including 
Assemblyman Stanley, note that the 
assumptions are conservative, at best. 

While a non-partisan office, the 
OLS was commissioned by the state" s. 
Senate and Assembly democrats to 
complete the study. 

‘Assumptions in the study include 
the school districts spending at ca- 
five percent statewide prop- 
‘ease and a projected en- 
rollment increase of two percent. 
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FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER’S ASSISTANCE 


WANT TO OWN YOUR 
OWN HOME? 


YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM| 
THE PASSAIC AFFORDABLE HOUSING CORPORATION IF YOU: 
Live in Passaic City/County. 


Haye an income below 80% of median. 
For example - Family Size: 


Wish to buy a home in the City of Passaic. 


Have acceptable credit. 
Have not owned a home within the past three years. 
For further information and application 


call S. Martin Lieberman at (201) 365-6755. 
Information seminar on January 11, 1997 from 9 - 2. 


Application deadline January 17, 1997. 
IF INTERESTED. ACT NOW! 
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COMMUNITY. 


a 
“Put It BACK WHERE You Got Ir From.” 


Since ite birth in 1970, the National Black McDonald's Operator's Association (NBMOA) has 
fostered and advanced the ideas, concerns, and dreams of their communities. Through a 
commitment to employment, educational programs, and local causes, the NBMOA “puts back” 
into their neighborhoods to share success together. That’s what community ie all about. 


